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																					Kennewick schools want former students back

			
				By Ty Beaver Tri-City Herald
	Saturday, August 17, 2013 3:15pm
	Local NewsNorthwest


							
	
	
	
	


		
				
		KENNEWICK — Gustavo Barraza gave up hope of ever becoming a police officer after he failed to earn enough credits to graduate with his Southridge High classmates two years ago.

He spent much of the next year at his parents’ home, without a job or a plan.

Then last August, two volunteers from the Kennewick School District stopped by to encourage him to finish his high school degree.

“I’m just sitting in my living room, watching TV, wondering what to do with my life, when they knocked on my door,” said Barraza, now 20. “They’re at my doorstep so there’s no excuse not to try it.”

Barraza since has earned his diploma and is studying criminal justice at Columbia Basin College.










Kennewick school officials said they want to create more success stories like Barraza’s, and starting today, will be visiting the homes of dropouts to get them back in school.

“It impacts their lives, their families’ lives, their children’s lives,” said Lorraine Cooper, school district spokeswoman. “Even with one (coming back) it’s worth the hours we spend out there.”

The “We Want You Back” campaign began last year based on Cooper’s recommendation. Volunteers visit the homes of former students who are at least 18 but still young enough that they wouldn’t necessarily feel out of place in a traditional or alternative high school.




Cooper said about a dozen volunteers last year talked with 10 of the 35 dropouts they identified and found.

Two students finished their high school credits at CBC High School Academy, which helps struggling students earn the final credits needed for graduation. Several others still are enrolled in the program.

Today, 24 volunteers will visit the last known addresses of 72 former students to try to convince them to return to the classroom.





“We’ve had quite a few volunteers from district staff step up,” Cooper said.

Leonor de Maldonado, the academy’s director, said there are varying reasons why students don’t graduate from high school but more often than not, they are only a few classes short of walking across the stage to receive their diploma.

She said it’s unfortunate that many dropouts often realize the importance of a high school education but are too embarrassed to return to their schools.




“It’s almost criminal to think there are other students wasting away,” she said. “You don’t need to feel like you’re rejected by the system.”

Barraza admits he didn’t work hard enough his freshman and sophomore years.

He desperately tried to catch up his junior and senior years but still was three credits short when graduation came around. He said he was too ashamed and discouraged to return.

But after the visit from the district volunteers, he signed up at the CBC High School Academy, taking courses in geometry, creative writing and government. He was finished by last December.

Friends called and congratulated him on his success, but Barraza decided he wasn’t finished. He signed up for college classes in the spring and is working toward his dream of being a police officer.

“As soon as I was done, I figured I was already moving,” he said. “I was so proud I did all this and am now a college student.”

School officials said the event isn’t as simple as just walking up to a former student’s door. The district doesn’t always know the latest address for the former student or the person may not be home when volunteers come calling.

Barraza plans to recruit some of his own relatives and friends to convince them to return to school like he did.

“They have nothing to lose; just give it a chance,” he said.
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		More in Local News

		[image: Ariel Garcia, 4, was last seen Wednesday morning in an apartment in the 4800 block of Vesper Dr. (Photo provided by Everett Police)][image: Ariel Garcia, 4, was last seen Wednesday morning in an apartment in the 4800 block of Vesper Dr. (Photo provided by Everett Police)]
  How to donate to the family of Ariel Garcia
Everett police believe the boy’s mother, Janet Garcia, stabbed him repeatedly and left his body in Pierce County.



[image: A ribbon is cut during the Orange Line kick off event at the Lynnwood Transit Center on Saturday, March 30, 2024 in Lynnwood, Washington. (Annie Barker / The Herald)][image: A ribbon is cut during the Orange Line kick off event at the Lynnwood Transit Center on Saturday, March 30, 2024 in Lynnwood, Washington. (Annie Barker / The Herald)]
  ‘A huge year for transit’: Swift Orange Line begins in Lynnwood
Elected officials, community members celebrate Snohomish County’s newest bus rapid transit line.



[image: Bethany Teed, a certified peer counselor with Sunrise Services and experienced hairstylist, cuts the hair of Eli LeFevre during a resource fair at the Carnegie Resource Center on Wednesday, March 6, 2024, in downtown Everett, Washington. (Ryan Berry / The Herald)][image: Bethany Teed, a certified peer counselor with Sunrise Services and experienced hairstylist, cuts the hair of Eli LeFevre during a resource fair at the Carnegie Resource Center on Wednesday, March 6, 2024, in downtown Everett, Washington. (Ryan Berry / The Herald)]
  Carnegie center is a one-stop shop for housing, work, health — and hope
The resource center in downtown Everett connects people to more than 50 social service programs. 




[image: Everett mall renderings from Brixton Capital. (Photo provided by the City of Everett)][image: Everett mall renderings from Brixton Capital. (Photo provided by the City of Everett)]
  Topgolf at the Everett Mall? Mayor’s hint still unconfirmed
After Cassie Franklin’s annual address, rumors circled about what “top” entertainment tenant could be landing at Everett Mall.



[image: A man walks by Pfizer headquarters, Friday, Feb. 5, 2021, in New York. Pfizer will spend about $43 billion to buy Seagen and broaden its reach into cancer treatments, the pharmaceutical giant said Monday, March 13, 2023. (AP Photo / Mark Lennihan, File)][image: A man walks by Pfizer headquarters, Friday, Feb. 5, 2021, in New York. Pfizer will spend about $43 billion to buy Seagen and broaden its reach into cancer treatments, the pharmaceutical giant said Monday, March 13, 2023. (AP Photo / Mark Lennihan, File)]
  Pfizer to lay off 119 workers with closure of south Everett plant
The pharmaceutical giant plans to relocate the facility’s Seagen drug production to a plant in North Carolina.



[image: Logo for news use featuring Whidbey Island in Island County, Washington. 220118][image: Logo for news use featuring Whidbey Island in Island County, Washington. 220118]
  Man accused of shoplifting Yu-Gi-Oh! cards from Whidbey Island Walmart
A man suspected of stealing trading cards faces theft charges in Island County. He appeared in court this week.




[image: People walk underneath Sound Transit’s Link Lynnwood City Center Station currently under construction on Thursday, Dec. 28, 2023 in Lynnwood, Washington. (Olivia Vanni / The Herald)][image: People walk underneath Sound Transit’s Link Lynnwood City Center Station currently under construction on Thursday, Dec. 28, 2023 in Lynnwood, Washington. (Olivia Vanni / The Herald)]
  Lynnwood light rail opening date announcement coming Thursday
The 8½-mile light rail extension between Northgate and Lynnwood will be Snohomish County’s first foray with the Link.



[image: The Quality Inn Tulalip - Marysville is pictured on Thursday, March 28, 2024, in Tulalip, Washington. (Ryan Berry / The Herald)][image: The Quality Inn Tulalip - Marysville is pictured on Thursday, March 28, 2024, in Tulalip, Washington. (Ryan Berry / The Herald)]
  Lawsuit: Police brushed off 911 calls before stabbing at Tulalip hotel
In February 2022, police received numerous 911 calls about Robert LeMasters’ behavior throughout the day before he attacked Fred Burney.



[image: Students work on cutting pieces of paper for a mural during the "Afternoon of the Arts" program, where students spend part of the day on an art project at Utsalady Elementary on March 22, 2024 in Camano, Washington. (Annie Barker / The Herald)][image: Students work on cutting pieces of paper for a mural during the "Afternoon of the Arts" program, where students spend part of the day on an art project at Utsalady Elementary on March 22, 2024 in Camano, Washington. (Annie Barker / The Herald)]
  ‘Afternoon of the Arts’ makes time for creativity in Camano school
Once a month, Utsalady Elementary shuts down for students to do nothing but make art for hours. Arts advocates want to expand the program.




[image: Sen. Patty Murray meets and greets following a discussion at Everett Fire Department’s Station 1 about the city’s opioid crisis Thursday, Feb. 22, 2024, in Everett, Washington. (Ryan Berry / The Herald)][image: Sen. Patty Murray meets and greets following a discussion at Everett Fire Department’s Station 1 about the city’s opioid crisis Thursday, Feb. 22, 2024, in Everett, Washington. (Ryan Berry / The Herald)]
  Congress approves $5M for Everett’s opioid crisis, child care needs
The money will support the city’s alternative crisis response and the YMCA of Snohomish County.



[image: The AquaSox have the bases load in the first inning against the Vancouver Canadians Tuesday evening at Funko Field at Everett Memorial Stadium in Everett June 29th, 2021. (Kevin Clark / The Herald)][image: The AquaSox have the bases load in the first inning against the Vancouver Canadians Tuesday evening at Funko Field at Everett Memorial Stadium in Everett June 29th, 2021. (Kevin Clark / The Herald)]
  Everett faces June deadline to present AquaSox stadium plan
“My site preference is where we secure AquaSox baseball for the next 30, 40, 50 years,” the team’s co-owner Chad Volpe said.



[image: Traffic camera footage shows a crash on northbound I-5 near Arlington that closed all lanes of the highway Monday afternoon. (Washington State Department of Transportation)][image: Traffic camera footage shows a crash on northbound I-5 near Arlington that closed all lanes of the highway Monday afternoon. (Washington State Department of Transportation)]
  Troopers: Wrong-way driver died in crash that closed I-5 near Arlington
The rollover crash closed northbound lanes for over two hours Monday afternoon, causing a 10-mile backup.






			






	
		Support local journalism

		If you value local news, make a gift now to support the trusted journalism you get in The Daily Herald. Donations processed in this system are not tax deductible.
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