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Public support of trusted, local journalism makes a difference.



At The 
Daily Herald,
we take great pride in being 
the primary source for local 
journalism in our community.

And we understand that 
with that role comes great 
responsibility. That’s why we 
take the role so seriously. 

We certainly seek to tell a 
broad range of stories, the 
places we go, the things we 
see, the people we meet. 
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RETHINKING EDUCATION
Schools and students adjust to cope with a ‘COVID slide’,  B1

All 
aboard 
for Jetty 
Island
Reservations, which cost 
$3 per person, are now 
open for the short ferry ride 
to those sandy beaches.

EVERETT — Daydreaming 
beachgoers can start booking 
summer visits to Jetty Island again.

The quick ferry ride’s season 
runs Wednesday, July 6, through 
Labor Day, Monday, Sept. 5. Other 
than the one holiday Monday, the 
ferry is available 11 a.m. to 6:45 
p.m. Sundays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays, and 10 a.m. to 7:45 p.m. 
Fridays and Saturdays.

Reservations are required and 
cost $3 per person plus tax. Chil-
dren 2 and under can board for 
free.

People board via the Jetty Land-
ing next to the Port of Everett’s 10th 
Street boat launch. Parking is free 
for the first two hours, or visitors 
can buy a $2 parking pass when 
making reservations for eight 
hours.

Everett Transit’s Route 6 
connects Everett Station to the 
waterfront at 13th Street and 
Marine View Drive, just a few 
blocks from the Jetty Landing dock. 

Those who show up without a 
reservation can wait on standby.

Last year the port, city of Everett 
and Snohomish County collabo-
rated to resume the ferry runs after 
taking summer 2020 off amid the 
pandemic. Argosy Cruises oper-
ates the ferry on a contract with 
the city for around $100,000 a year.

But the city struggled to recover 
even 20% of the cost through dona-
tion-based fares. Instead, the port 
and county stepped in to revive 
it last year, with the port covering 
the cost and retaining reservation 
revenue.

Jetty Island, a two-mile break-
water just offshore from Ever-
ett, is open year-round to visitors 
who can get there by boat, canoe, 
kayak or paddle board. There are 

By Ben Watanabe
Herald Writer

MONROE — Monroe’s famously fast birds 
are back. Vaux’s swifts are pulsating and 
twirling above their favorite brick chimney 
on Main Street, an iconic pit stop on their 
international migration.

The flock has been in the spotlight for years.

But shift your gaze downward to meet the 
birders tasked with tallying these speedy 
swifts. Unlike their favorite birds, the coun-
ters are silent and statue-still. These dedi-
cated birders love swifts so much, said 
volunteer Judy Alles, that bird poop on their 
raincoats is a sort of “badge of honor.”

Last week, it was Cathy Clark’s turn.
Standing outside Frank Wagner Elemen-

tary School with scrap paper, a pencil and 
tattered umbrella, she kept a keen eye on the 
chimney.

PHOTOS BY OLIVIA VANNI / THE HERALD
Cathy Clark tallies Vaux’s swifts Tuesday as they fly into the chimney at Frank Wagner Elementary School in Monroe.

BB1

Swifts descend by the 
thousands in Monroe 
– but who’s counting?

Vaux’s swifts dive down toward the chimney 
where they roost Tuesday at Frank Wagner 
Elementary School in Monroe.

Vaux’s swifts are back in town. 
Armed with pencils and scrap paper, 
volunteers count thousands at a time.

By Claudia Yaw
Herald Writer

Some of them don’t want to go in yet, because they don’t want to 
be on the bottom of the stack. Like Dr. Seuss, ‘Yertle the Turtle.’”

— Cathy Clark, a birder who loves counting swifts“

EDMONDS — Under a 
mayoral order announced 
Tuesday, Edmonds city staff 
can now report complaints 
about elected leaders to 
Human Resources.

Mayor Mike Nelson said 

the new system comes in 
response to concerns shared 
by city staff, as reported by 
The Daily Herald. There has 
never been a way for staff 
to report “bullying” by City 
Council members, he said.

“I will not tolerate from 
council members the bully-
ing of our city employees,” the 

mayor said in a news release. 
“To belittle, intimidate, and 
humiliate the people who 
are dedicated to our city every 
waking hour, is unacceptable.”

Now Human Resources 
staff “will promptly deter-
mine if the reported event 
rises to the level that an 
investigation is appropriate.”

Human Resources is 
expected to address staff 
members’ concerns.

“That could be, for exam-
ple, saying: ‘You, coun-
cil member, are no longer 
allowed to communicate to 
these people,’” the mayor said.

Ultimately, however, 
council members are only 
accountable to the public. 
The procedure, Nelson 
said, “sort of furthers that 
— shining a light and sort of 

daylighting, exposing what is 
occurring.”

“That, by itself,” he said, “I 
am hopeful will discourage 
that behavior.”

Council President Vivian 
Olson said she first learned 
of the policy from a reporter 
Tuesday afternoon.

“It saddens me that the 
Mayor doesn’t work with 
Councilmember(s) directly 
to resolve any communica-
tions concerns,” Olson said 

in an email, “and further, 
that he distributes a policy 
naming Council to staff 
and press without Coun-
cil engagement on (or even 
knowledge of) the policy.”

Councilmember Susan 
Paine said she hopes the 
policy encourages the City 
Council to “be more intro-
spective” about how they 
speak to city staff.

Edmonds mayor launches system to curb staff ‘bullying’
Councilmember Susan Paine hopes the policy encourages  
the City Council to “be more introspective” when speaking to staff.

By Isabella Breda
Herald Writer

See SWIFTS, Page A12 See FERRY, Page A5

See EDMONDS, Page A14
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But there are also the harder stories we tell, 
those that can truly make a difference in the 
lives of our readers and our community.  Stories 
that connect us, shine a light on wrongdoing, 
uplift the voiceless, and hold the powerful to 
account. Those that focus needed attention 
and prompt necessary change, serving the 
highest purpose of journalism:

public service.
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The president says u.S. is in peril from 
Trump’s ‘dagger’ at democracy, A4

BIDEN ISSUES wArNING EArNING  
hIS KEEP
Penny has made 
himself essential  
to the Seahawks 
for next season, A7

Decision 
on mascot 
postponed 
until spring
Tulalip tribal members 
have been split over doing 
away with the nickname 
Tomahawks. They’ll consider it 
again at an annual meeting.

By Isabella Breda
Herald Writer

MARYSVILLE — The future of 
Marysville Pilchuck High School’s 
mascot is still up in the air.

Tulalip tribal council member 
Misty Napeahi told Marysville 
School Board members Wednes-
day that the tribes would like to 
get input from members at an 
annual general council meeting 
in March, then bring a decision 
to the School Board by the first 
week of April.

“There’s a lot of division” 
around whether or not to change 
Marysville Pilchuck’s Tomahawks 
mascot, Napeahi said.

Under a new state law, public 
schools are no longer allowed 
to use Native American names, 
symbols or images as mascots 
unless the local tribe approves.

The Tulalip Tribes asked the 
district to change both Marysville 
Pilchuck High and Totem Middle 
School’s mascots early last year.

Tulalip Tribes Chairwoman Teri 
Gobin said Tulalip Youth Council 
members motivated the board 
to ask the district to change the 
mascot.

“Some of them cried” as they 
talked to the tribal board, Gobin 
said.

Tulalip students attend Marys-
ville schools, and many native 
students have said they have 
experienced racism because of 
the mascot. 

Marysville Pilchuck junior and 
Tulalip Youth Council media 
coordinator Sebastian Gomez said 
native youth are often tokenized 
because of the mascot, and non-
native students have mocked 
drumming or singing at cultural 
ceremonies.

Students said removing 
symbols from schools that perpet-
uate harmful stereotypes about 
Native Americans is a start to 
widespread acceptance of Coast 
Salish culture.

Tomahawks were never used by 
Coast Salish people.

Marysville 
Pilchuck  
high school

EVERETT — City officials 
want to relocate a free COVID 
testing site clogging a neigh-
borhood street with bumper-
to-bumper traffic.

On Thursday, cars stretched 
several blocks north of 2606 
Wetmore Ave., boxing in 
driveways and street parking. 
Some people pulled into the 
unmarked standstill, unaware 
it was a testing line.

Site manager Ali Blackwell 
said law enforcement already 
rerouted the line last month 
because it was obstructing a 
route ambulances use to get to 
the nearby hospital.

“The week before Christmas 
it got insane,” she said, esti-
mating that the line stretched 
several miles at its peak.

When the site opened a few 
months ago, workers tested 
about 10 people a day, Black-
well said. On Thursday, they 
were aiming to swab 400 noses. 
Some people began lining up 
at 6 a.m., three hours before it 
opened.

The Center for Covid Control 
runs the site, along with over 
300 locations nationwide. A 
sign on the building advertises 
free tests. And no appointments 
are required, unlike every Ever-
ett testing location listed on the 
state Department of Health’s 
website.

“I just feel horrible for all 
the houses and cars,” Black-
well said. With roads recently 
covered in ice, drivers in line 
“were sliding all over the place, 
hitting cars. And that’s a hit 
and run, because they’re not 
stopping.”

Everett city spokesperson 
Julio Cortes said officials were 
aware of the traffic issues and 
were working with the site to 
find a better location.

“We are still early in the 
process but moving quickly as 
we understand the importance 
to continue to have a testing 
site available to the commu-
nity while also maintaining traf-
fic moving in the city,” he said in 
an email.

COVID testing line clogs 
north Everett neighborhood
city officials look to 
relocate a test site 
on Wetmore Avenue as 
demand soars amid an 
omicron-fueled surge.

By Claudia Yaw
Herald Writer

above: cars line 
up on Wetmore 
avenue in 
downtown 
everett from 
26th street 
to 21st street 
while people 
wait to get a 
free coviD test 
on Thursday. 
left: People get 
out of their cars 
to see how far 
they are from 
the testing site 
on Thursday.

PHOTOS by  
OLiVia VaNNi 
THe HeraLD

Inslee: Officials’ election lies should be crime

OLYMPIA — Gov. Jay Inslee 
said Thursday he wants to make 
it a crime to spread lies about 
election results.

Inslee said he’s drafting a bill 
to make it a gross misdemeanor 

for elected officials and candi-
dates to hurl unsubstantiated 
claims that sow doubt in the 
integrity of elections.

The three-term Democratic 
governor is taking aim at those 
who continue to assert the 2020 
presidential election was stolen 
and who push debunked theories 
about widespread fraud. They are 
part of what he called “a continu-
ing coup” on our democracy.

Inslee unveiled his legisla-
tive proposal — for which he is 
still seeking a sponsor — on the 

one-year anniversary of both 
the Capitol insurrection in 
Washington, D.C., and a protest 
during which demonstrators 
breached the gate of the gover-
nor’s residence in Olympia.

Perpetuating the belief that 
the election was stolen is like 
“yelling fire in a crowded theater 
of democracy,” he said.

Inslee said he believes the 
proposed law is constitutional 
and won’t run afoul of prior 
state Supreme Court rulings 
because it will target speech 

that can provoke or promote 
violence.

“When people believe an elec-
tion was stolen, what do you 
think will happen? Violence,” he 
said. “The threat to our democ-
racy is just as dangerous on Jan. 
6, 2022, as it was a year ago.”

Former President Donald 
Trump, Inslee said, “is still 
intent on continuing this coup 
effort.”

“And we have to realize, 
unfortunately, it’s not just in 
other states; it is right here in 

Washington state, this ongoing 
effort,” Inslee said at The Asso-
ciated Press Legislative Preview.

Inslee cited three Republi-
can state lawmakers who used 
taxpayer dollars to attend a 
symposium on election fraud 
last summer that trafficked in 
unproven conspiracy theories.

What happened a year ago is 
just a warning of what is coming, 
and the basis of it is “The Big 
Lie,” he said.

The governor wants 
lawmakers to pass 
legislation making it  
a gross misdemeanor.

Associated Press  
and Herald Staff
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U.S. AND RUSSIA HEADED
TOWARD A DISASTER?
The failure to resolve tensions over 
Ukraine has put the two countries 
in a precarious position, A3 Winners announced inThe Daily Herald onMonday, January 17th!
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Levies to pay for staff  
and programs are on  
the Feb. 8 ballot in districts  
across Snohomish County.

By Isabella Breda  
and Jerry Cornfield

Herald Writers

INDEX — In this rural school district sand-
wiched between mountain peaks, there’s 
money in the budget for students to play in 
the band and to have a nurse on campus a 
few hours a week.

The funding isn’t all from the state.
For years, the community has helped pay 

the bill through a local tax levy. But it expires 
at the end of the year.

Next month, district leaders will ask voters 
to renew the levy for another four years. If 
passed, it will bring in an estimated $88,000 
in 2023.

It’s a small sum, but an amount that lets the 
district maintain local control and “continue 
looking after our own and having the vibrant 
place of a school in the center of town,” said 
Index School Board member and part-time 
teacher Kathy Corson.

Across Snohomish County, a dozen school 
districts are asking voters in a Feb. 8 special 
election to approve four-year levies to help 
pay for programs and services not covered 
by the state. Each ballot measure proposes to 
replace a levy set to expire at the end of 2022.

Combined, the measures would generate 
$329.1 million for the districts in 2023, the first 
year of collections, and $1.41 billion over the 
course of four years.

In addition, eight of those districts are seek-
ing approval of separate capital or technol-
ogy levies to replace ones expiring at the end 
of the year. Those would collectively bring in 
$592.6 million. The largest is Everett’s six-year 
levy: a $325.5 million proposal.

One district, Northshore, is also seek-
ing voter approval of a 20-year, $425 million 
bond, giving it three tax measures in the 
special election.

A simple majority is required for passage 
of the education program and capital levies. 
Northshore will need support of at least 60% 
of voters to pass its bond.

Ballots will be mailed Jan. 20, a day after 
voter pamphlets are sent out. 

Snohomish School District officials are 
asking voters to back two levies — one for 
educational offerings and one for capital 
projects. That money would pay for the cost of 
student learning programs and school build-
ing maintenance not covered by state dollars.

If approved, the two levies will bring in a 
combined $32.7 million in the first year.

“The state does fund, but they fund a 
very basic education,” said Kent Kultgen, 
Snohomish School District superinten-
dent. “It’s our responsibility to make sure this 
generation and generations to come have 
the education so our society and commu-
nity can continue.”

Voters  
to decide 
on school 
funding

Death, grief, comfort at 
Everett’s pandemic epicenter

EVERETT — Sunlight pours into the 
cancer unit on the third floor of Provi-
dence hospital, and April Mitchell steps 
aside for nurses wheeling a sleeping 
patient down the halls.

Then she carts her hefty lever harp 
into the elevator.

Mitchell, a therapeutic musician, 
plays for people who are sick or dying. 
A growing body of evidence suggests 
it can improve patients’ pain, stress, 
memory, immune system and more, 
according to the American Psycholog-
ical Association.

Mitchell was trained to not talk and 
let the harp do the work.

“I don’t 100% follow that training,” 
she told The Daily Herald with a smile. 
“I think sometimes people need to talk.”

Mitchell rolls her instrument into a 
hospital room. Shelly Holmgren beams. 
A rendition of “Silent Night” echoes 
through the halls. Holmgren calls it 
“absolute magic.”

For some patients, the harpist is the 
only person coming to their room, 
giving them a break from thinking 
about their illness and the place they 
are stuck in.

As the coronavirus pandemic 
marches into its third year, hospitals are 
as strained as ever. The omicron variant 
has pushed infections to record highs. 

Non-emergency surgeries have been 
paused statewide. With few exceptions, 
visitors aren’t allowed. The Washington 
National Guard was on its way to help 
at Providence Regional Medical Center 
Everett and other hospitals in the state.

Mitchell has been in the hospital 
with multiple myeloma, a type of blood 

cancer, since November. Her 63rd 
birthday came and went last month as 
she sat there in her blue gown.

“My bones were like chalk,” 
Holmgren said. “They were just 
cracking.”

PHOTOs by OLiVia Vanni / THE HEraLd
Shelly Holmgren, left, holds hands with her brother Jay Holmgren center while they listen to music thanatologist April Mitchell 
play the harp at Providence Regional Medical Center in Everett on Dec. 17, 2021. 

Here are some voices at 
Providence hospital of those 
still staring down COVID: 
a harpist, a cancer patient, a 
chaplain and a nursing assistant.

By Claudia Yaw
Herald Writer

Above: Brooke Desjardins 
is a nursing assistant 
at Providence Regional 
Medical Center Everett. 
Left: Josh Wilson, chaplain 
at Providence Regional 
Medical Center Everett, 
stands outside of the 
chapel.
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Britain’s Foreign Office names 
ukrainian politicians who are 
sympathetic to the cause, A3

BRITAIN: RUSSIA COULD 
SWEEP UKRAINE GOV’T

HAL UDERITZ IS READY 
FOR HIS NEXT CHALLENGE

The snohomish graduate was 
drafted in the third round of the 
MLs superdraft by seattle, A11
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coping with coViD-19
Pandemic’s griP on our everyday life hits 2 years

Including: Jacqueline Allison, Isabella Breda, Andrea Brown, Ellen Dennis, Taylor Goebel, Jake Goldstein-Street, 
Katie Hayes, Janice Podsada, Rachel Riley, Cameron Van Til, Ben Watanabe and Claudia Yaw

EVERETT — Take a moment to 
consider your life two years ago.

It’s not a question of whether 
you’re a different person now.

The question is, “How?”
Remember learning to wash your 

hands like your life depended on it?
Remember realizing “flattening the 

curve” would turn into more than just 
a two-week disruption?

Remember how it seemed impossible 
Americans would accept wearing masks 
in public? Or for school campuses across 
the country to close and go virtual? 
Or for a strange new illness to claim 
millions of lives worldwide?

We’ve lived through a lot together.
And we’ve also survived a lot alone, 

in isolation.
Since that January morning when 

we learned the novel coronavirus had 
landed here — not just in the United 
States, but right here in Everett — 
so much about the world has been 
reshaped and rewired that it’s hard to 
put it into words.

Still, The Daily Herald asked you to try.
More than a hundred people took 

time to fill out an informal survey.
“Lonesome.”
“Increased anxiety and burn out.”
“Our lives have been dumped over 

like a bin of Legos.”
People lamented how politics have 

become so polarized. How they lost 
family members and friends to misin-
formation. How seemingly everyone 
argues and points fingers over every 
possible subject.

“I wish I knew that we are not ‘all in 
this together,’” someone wrote.

Some voiced opinions that masks and 
vaccines don’t work, or are harmful, 

contrary to recommendations from 
health experts, guidance from govern-
ment agencies and the conclusions of 
countless studies.

At this point, pretty much everyone 
has either contracted COVID-19 or 
knows someone who has. Tragically, 
most know someone who has died due 
to complications from the virus. As of 
Wednesday, 891 have died in Snohom-
ish County. There have been more than 
860,000 deaths in the nation.

Amid all the despair, there have been 
pockets of hope.

Isolation has offered time for 
reflection, a moment to reset priori-
ties, according to the Herald survey. 

Families spent more time together. 
Your neighbors learned to cook, to 
exercise, to play the bongos, to slow 
down. Employees quit jobs they hated 
and found ones they liked, with the 
acceptance of telework opening new 
doors. Longtime partners cemented 
their relationships. New love sprouted 
in spite of the circumstances.

At least one person got a corgi. 
Another scored 20 bucks on a scratch 
ticket. And someone found solace 
behind a mask, saying it hides their 
toothless grin.

And life moved on.
People got diplomas and degrees, 

bought houses and brought children 
into their lives.

Herald reporters spread across the 
region to talk to as many of you as 
possible.

Here are your stories.
Consider this a time capsule of what 

life was like in Snohomish County from 
2020 to 2022.

See pages A5, A6 and A7 for stories. 

HEraLd graPHiC By KEVin CLarK
People across snohomish county share their thoughts on two years of life during the pandemic.

By The Herald Staff

More of their stories — and yours
 ■ To read more about local people enduring the pandemic, find the longer online 

version of this story at Heraldnet .com .
 ■ if you’d like to share with us your own experiences in the age of COVid, leave a 

comment or photo under the post for this story at Facebook .com/Heraldnet .
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Couple’s lumpia 
business takes off, B2

All are lost in Whidbey seaplane crash
By Isabella Breda 

Herald Writer

FREELAND — Less than 24 
hours after a seaplane crashed 
in Mutiny Bay west of Whidbey 
Island, the active search for survi-
vors was suspended Monday 
afternoon. 

One passenger, a female, had 
been found dead. 

Nine other passengers remained 
unaccounted for. At least one of 
those on board was a child. 

Next of kin have been notified. 
The U.S. Coast Guard planned to 
release the names of passengers 
Tuesday morning. 

Marine and air crews from local 
and national agencies responded 
around 3 p.m. Sunday to reports 
of the propeller plane crash near 
Freeland, authorities said. The 
plane, a de Havilland Canada 
DHC-3 Otter, was traveling from 
Friday Harbor on San Juan Island 
to Renton Municipal Airport at the 
southern tip of Lake Washington, 
according to the U.S. Coast Guard. 

The last radar trace showed 
the plane at about 700 feet above 
Mutiny Bay at 3:09 p.m., according 
to the flight-tracking service Flight-
Radar24. Data showed the plane 
went into a steep descent of 7,744 
feet per minute. 

Scott Giard, a Coast Guard 
spokesperson, said crews scoured 
the water and Whidbey Island 
beaches for survivors, while eval-
uating the chances of survival. 

“It’s a tough decision we have to 
make,” he said. “It’s not something 
we make very easily. We put a lot of 
effort and thought into these deci-
sions and our hearts are hanging 
very low.” 

The Coast Guard has been 
coordinating with about 50 family 
members of the passengers. 

Coast Guard crews covered 
more than 2,100 nautical square 
miles in their search, the agency 
said Monday. By early Monday 
afternoon, crews had retrieved 
a few “six- to eight-foot” pieces 
of aluminum, a seat and some 
personal items. 

The pieces of evidence were to be 
transferred from the Island County 

Sheriff ’s Office to the National 
Transportation Safety Board. The 
NTSB announced Monday that a 
team of seven investigators was 
responding to the crash scene. 

No distress signal went off 
during the flight, Giard said. 
Around the time of the crash, the 
visibility was 10 miles, he said. 

The owner of Northwest 
Seaplanes, the charter company 
operating the flight, reported they 
saw the plane veer toward Port 
Townsend. Then they lost radio 
contact, Giard told The Daily 
Herald. 

 The plane had apparently been 
flying under visual flight rules, 
according to FlightRadar24. In the 
minutes before the crash, the plane 
was flying at 800 to 900 feet. 

The plane could have plunged 
from 150 to 200 feet into Mutiny 
Bay, Giard said. But it’s unclear if 
it exploded on impact or sank. 

Jeff Brenny, 63, was walking 
on the beach about 3 miles from 
the crash when he heard what 
sounded like an “explosion.” He 
has lived on Whidbey Island for six 
years and said he sees seaplanes 
flying over head “all the time.” 

“This is a sad day for every-
one,” Brenny said Monday. “Some 
people have their flag at half-staff.” 

Red dahlias and golden sunflow-
ers floated along the shore Monday 
afternoon at Frank D. Robinson 
Beach, where neighbors released 
handfuls into the saltwater in 

Coast Guard calls off search for survivors; 1 found dead, 9 are missing

PHOTOS BY KEVIN CLARK / THE HERALD
A Coast Guard cutter searches for a chartered seaplane on Mutiny Bay off south Whidbey Island on Monday.

Coast Guard spokesman Scott Giard addresses the media Monday. “Our 
hearts are hanging very low,” he said.See CRASH, Page A2

Starbucks sip-ins mark a local tide of unionization

EVERETT — Carpenters secured a $10 raise. 
Baristas and cell phone salespeople won oppor-
tunities to bargain. Nurses and teachers had a 
platform to talk about inequities and safety 
issues at work.

There is, ostensibly, plenty for the local work-
ing class to celebrate this year.

Here in Snohomish County, historic Labor 
Day celebrations featured potato sack races 
and swimming at Silver Lake. Others included 
trips to Seattle for a picnic at Woodland Park, 
or to Mount Baker for skiing and tobogganing 
complete with live music from a Granite Falls 
band. KEVIN CLARK / THE HERALD

From left, Tom Bosserman, Cornelius Ersoz and Nick Watkin chat at “sip 
in” for union solidarity at Starbucks in Everett.

By Isabella Breda
Herald Writer

See UNION, Page A2

Low, Peterson aim for rare 
political feat, catch flak

EVERETT — When Jared Mead got appointed to 
the Snohomish County Council in April 2020, the Mill 
Creek Democrat already had a seat in the state House of 
Representatives.

He kept it and completed the final nine months of the legis-
lative term, becoming one of the few in county politics to ever 
serve in those two elected posts simultaneously.

Now, Democrat Strom Peterson of Edmonds and Repub-
lican Sam Low of Lake Stevens are trying to accomplish the 
same feat. And they’d like to do so for potentially much longer 
periods.

Peterson, a state lawmaker, is vying for the District 3 council 
seat vacated last month by Stephanie Wright. Low, a County 

By Jerry Cornfield / Herald Writer

See DOUBLE, Page A3
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Our mission
The Daily Herald began with a 
commitment to strong journalistic values 
more than 120 years ago. 

The newspaper’s first editorial on Feb. 11, 1901, 
declared “There is in this community no one so 
poor or insignificant that The Herald will not defend 
him if he be wronged, no one so high and powerful 
that the Herald will not fearlessly attack him if he 
seek to do injustice.”

The Daily Herald of today upholds those 
fundamental values as the leading journalistic 
voice for the community we serve.  No one 
covers all the corners of Snohomish County like 
we do, and no one tells our community’s stories 
like we can.

Our reach
Our reporting covers Snohomish County’s 18 
cities and 800,000 residents. 

We reach more than 100,000 digital and print 
readers every day.

That’s about 3 million readers per month, or 
one out of three households in Snohomish County.

A local paper such 
as the Herald 
is essential for 
COMMUNITY, to 
keep us connected 
to what’s happening 
locally.  It’s a reflection 
of who we are as  
a community.

-Michael D.

“

”
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Our impact
The most important measure of our work 
is whether it has impact. As the watchdog 
and storyteller for our community, The Daily 
Herald’s award-winning journalism often 
sparks change and sets the agenda for 

public policy debate. Our stories can inform 
decision-making, inspire action, bring 
people together, lead to the discovery of 
something new, or impact our community in 
ways that are immeasurable.

‘Nightmare’ at the Grand Apartments

Several investigative stories about the deplorable 
conditions at the Grand Apartments in Everett led 
to the owner being cited for violations and ordered 
to get the nearly centuries-old building up to code.
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EEEEEE! 
This Edmonds shop sells wide shoes only

KEVIN CLARK / THE HERALD
Wide Shoes Only store owner Dominic Ahn sells shoes for people with wide feet. His parents started the first store 42 years ago. The stores 
are in Edmonds and Renton. 

EDMONDS — Bigfoot 
could do all his shoe 
shopping here.

What’s up with that?
Wide Shoes Only owner 

Dominic Ahn could fit 
Sasquatch with a hiking 
boot that’s comfortable 
and functional. And a dress 
shoe, and maybe some 
sandals and dancing shoes.

Mostly though, Ahn fits 
people with wide feet seek-
ing comfort and fashion. The store has 
over 600 styles for men and women.

Bigfoot aside, this is serious business.
The medium-footed masses have shoe 

stores galore for shopping. Most retailers 
that carry wide only go so wide.

At this Edmonds store, shoes are not 
only wide, they are extra wide. And extra-
extra-extra-extra-extra-extra wide. Or 6E 
for short.

“I have access to 8Es,” Ahn said.
The store has sizes 7 to 18 for men and 5 

to 13 for women. For women, single wide 
is a D or W. Double wide is EE or WW, up 
to 4E. Men’s wide start at WW.

Prices are $75 to $240. Bedroom slip-
pers are $35.

Shoes are the same styles as main-
stream stores. Brands include Red Wing, 
Hush Puppies, Brooks, SAS, Dansko and 
New Balance.

Others are Zeba, slip-on athletic shoes, 
and David Tate, made in Italy.

“Usually Italian shoes aren’t very wide,” 
Ahn said.

Zeba are laced shoes, but people with 
back problems can slide their feet in with-
out bending over, he said.

Genetics factor into shoe shape, as do 

aging and medical issues, 
such as diabetes, swollen 
feet and arthritis. Many 
customers work in schools, 
hospitals, factories, stores 
and other places that keep 
them on their feet for long 
hours.

Ahn’s parents were in 
the shoe repair business 
and served a number of 
customers wanting shoes 
stretched. They opened the 

first Wide Shoes Only store in Shoreline 
in 1980 and relocated to the Edmonds site 
in 1997.

Ahn, 53, didn’t follow in his parents’ 
footsteps right away. After college, he 
worked in the tech industry in Califor-
nia. He opened a Wide Shoes Only store 
in Bellevue in 2007 and moved the store 
to Renton in 2012. He took over the 
Edmonds store when his parents retired 
and runs both locations.

Nobody in the family has wide feet.
“I can’t pick out shoes for myself here,” 

he said.
Nothing here would have fit the world’s 

tallest man, Robert Wadlow, that nearly 
9-foot guy you see at all the Guinness 
World Records exhibits. He wore 37AA 
shoes on his 18½-inch extra-narrow feet.

Ahn said the pandemic affected sales 
and supply.

“It’s starting to get better,” he said. “A lot 
of shoes aren’t made in China. More are 
made in Vietnam now.”

Buying shoes is not all about size and 
width. Shoe shape is important.

“A lot of people don’t realize that shoes 
are like jeans,” Ahn said. “Blue jeans 
come in so many different shapes and 

even when they are the same size they 
fit completely differently. The shapes of 
shoes are like jeans, skinny jeans all the 
way to baggy jeans. There’s a lot of skinny 
extra wide and a lot of baggy extra wide.”

Example: A size 9EE tapered athletic 
shoe is a different fit than a 9EE with a 
high instep and broad toe.

The store also has wide arches and 
insoles.

“We have to carry wide socks,” he said.
Wide shoe shoppers have numerous 

options on the internet. Ahn’s stores do 
not offer online or Amazon sales.

Shellie Black only buys shoes she can 
try on.

“I’ve had a lot of problems with my 
feet,” said Black, a size 7½ double wide 

ANDREA BROWN 
WHAT’S UP WITH THAT?

See SHOES, Page A2

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The store has over 600 styles of work and 
play shoes for men and women with feet 
from D to 8E widths. 

Apartment 
owner 
cited for 
violations

EVERETT — The clock is ticking for the 
owner of a 15-unit apartment building in 
north Everett to get permits and fix a host of 
code violations or face fines.

The Grand Apartments at 2331 Rocke-
feller Ave., just northeast of the Everett High 
School campus, have drawn attention for 
their residents’ plights.

Power and water being shut off. Shoddy 
work being done. An unsecure door.

It spurred longtime tenant Steve Teixeira 
to report issues to the city, document alleged 
violations and start the Everett Tenants 
Union.

“I’m not trying to be David against Goliath 
here, but what’s going on is obscene,” Teix-
eira said.

Everett Code Enforcement issued a 
violation citation to the owner, Dimension 
Townhouses, on June 13. The Renton-based 
company, which also operates as Dimen-
sion Properties and Dimension Property 
Management, bought the building for $2.1 
million in July 2021. It was built in 1928.

Violation citations typically are issued 
only if owners don’t comply with a warning 
letter or if there is an urgent safety concern, 
code enforcement supervisor Sowar Zakholy 
said in an email. Last year, there were 105 
such citations out of 1,109 code enforcement 
cases in Everett.

“It is not common we issue violation cita-
tions,” Zakholy said.

Following a June 2 inspection, the city 
alleges the company did not have permits 
for electrical and plumbing work.

A code enforcement officer noted a unit’s 
smoke alarm failed to work during a test; 
an electrical box had an open side; a non-
compliant outlet; and a hole in a kitchen wall 
that a contractor apparently made and left 
unpatched.

Another unit had new plumbing that had 
a non-compliant assembly under the sink 
and a new electrical conduit.

In the basement, there were non-compli-
ant breakers, exposed electrical wiring, water 
dripping from a pipe on the ceiling and wet 
floor beneath it, and water heaters powered 
by an extension cord.

Dimension Townhouses has until July 13 
to get permits and bring things up to code.

The company did not return a Daily 
Herald reporter’s messages requesting 
comment on the claims.

The city and the company could enter 
an agreement that the issues be resolved. If 
there are no further issues for two years after, 
the city won’t take further action for those 
citations.

The Grand Apartments in 
Everett has had its share of issues, 
spurring an outcry from tenants. 
Now the city is threatening fines if 
something isn’t done.

By Ben Watanabe
Herald Writer

See CODE, Page A2

Tulalip Tribes to open tiny home village with 17 shelters

TULALIP — Before the pandemic, over 100 
out of roughly 5,000 Tulalip Tribal members 
reported housing instability.

Then, the tribes drew up plans for perma-
nent supportive housing, a community 
called the Village of Hope. This fall, 17 tiny 
homes are set to open on Mission Hill Road, 
next to the tribes’ main shelter space.

The one- and two-bedroom tiny homes 

are equipped with kitchens and bathrooms. 
Residents will have access to shared laun-
dry, computers and a large kitchen in the 
community building.

The majority of residents will be referred 
to the village through child welfare services, 
wellness court and behavioral health treat-
ment programs.

“We found that the greatest needs were 
young moms and parents who were experi-
encing addiction and then going to treatment 
who didn’t have a safe place to come back to 
and reunite with their young kids,” said Teri 
Nelson, executive director of tribal services. 
“We designed with them in mind.”

Many of those seeking help through the 
tribes’ wellness programs are living with 

Each home in the 
Tulalip Tribes’ 
“Village of Hope” 
will be equipped 
with a kitchen. 
Residents will have 
access to college 
tuition assistance, job 
training and cultural 
programming. 

TULALIP TRIBES

See VILLAGE, Page A2

By Isabella Breda
Herald Writer

It’s called the Village of Hope. 
Monthly culture nights will feature 
classes in Lushootseed and “Tulalip 
cooking.”

EVERETT — Steve Teix-
eira is almost ready to leave 
the Grand Apartments. Life 
is still a nightmare, he said, 
and it’s time to move on.

Dimension Townhouses, 
a Renton-based real estate 
company, never stopped 
trying to bully tenants out of 
the building, Teixeira said. 
Older, disabled tenants are 
gone.

“They’re only renting to 
young, white, able-bodied 
people,” Teixeira said. “I’m 
not seeing any disabled 
people, any older people, no 
people of color. That really 
bothers me.”

Dimension Townhouses 
also operates under the 
names “Dimension Proper-
ties” and “Dimension Prop-
erty Management.” It bought 
the three-story apartment 
building last summer, when 
the former owner was ready 

to retire. In October, resi-
dents described life with 
their corporate landlord 
as “a nightmare of epic 
proportions.”

Dimension did not 
respond to a Herald report-
er’s request for comment for 
this story. 

Teixeira is one of the last 
of the original tenants, but 
he’s leaving soon. He has 
spent the past seven months 

7PM IN THE ORCA BALLROOM
FRIDAY, JUNE 17 NO SERVICE FEE  AT THE TULALIP or QCC BOX OFFICES

21+ EVENT  |   SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGE
TULALIPCASINO.COM
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THE HGTV GOODS
Snohomish store 

features items seen 
on ‘Unsellable 
Houses,’ C1
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Dimension, a real estate company, bullied longtime tenants  
and ignored urgent requests for repairs, former residents said.

By Katie Hayes
Herald Writer OLIVIA VANNI / THE HERALD

Steve Teixeira looks up at peeling paint on the wall of his bathroom where water has leaked 
down from the apartment above Wednesday in Everett.

After ‘nightmare’ 
at the Grand, new 
tenants pay more

They’re only renting to young, white, 
able-bodied people. I’m not seeing any 

disabled people, any older people, no people of 
color. That really bothers me.”

— Steve Teixeira
longtime resident of the Grand Apartments in EverettSee GRAND, Page A2

Sold as elixir, kratom’s popularity 
surges in ‘Wild West’ of legality

EVERETT — The signs have exploded 
across Snohomish County.

“KRATOM” in big letters, plastered on 
store windows, lit up in neon. Roadside 
“Kratom sold here” arrows point across 
strip mall parking lots.

Dozens of smokeshops and gas stations 
along Highway 99 and Evergreen Way 
compete to reel in kratom buyers. “$79 
kilos” is the special 
at a wellness store 
s t o c k e d  w i t h 
kratom, sold here to 
anyone 18 and older. 
It’s also easy to buy 
online, packaged 
with brands such 
as Happy Hippo 
Herbals, Golden 
Monk and Craving 
Kratom.

Kratom 
(pronounced cray-
tum), a psychoactive 
herb from Southeast 
Asia, is the new drug 
on the block. It is used for energy, anxiety, 
pain and opioid withdrawals, yet not FDA-
approved for any use.

Health officials warn kratom is addic-
tive and basically unregulated, with seri-
ous potential for abuse by people seeking 
an over-the-counter legal high.

RYAN BERRY / THE HERALD
A customer enters Island Smoke at Ken’s Korner shopping plaza in Clinton on Whidbey Island.

Doctors warn 
kratom, 
an opioid 
alternative, 
is addictive 
and ripe for 
abuse. Yet it’s 
unregulated 
and sold at any 
smokeshop.

By Andrea Brown
Herald Writer

See KRATOM, Page A3
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(425) 257-3242

www.EverettOffi ceFurniture.com

Explore in our large showroom!
No more online order disappointments.
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“

Thank you for 
the front page 
stories dedicated 
to revealing the 
situation at the 
Grand Apartments.  
It brought a real sense 
of justice to 
our lives.

- Former resident who led the calls 
for code enforcement

“

”
A wake-up 
call 

The Herald 
reported in June 
about a levee 
holding back 
Puget Sound 
from Stanwood. 
The four-mile-
long mound of 
dirt and grass is 
more than 100 
years old and 
efforts to fix it 
have lagged. 

STANWOOD — Sid Roberts 
had just been mayor for a couple 
of weeks when he got the call in 
December.

It was Shawn Smith, who also 
was new to his job as city admin-
istrator. The dike just west of town 
had broken.

“This is a pretty big deal,” Smith 
said over the phone.

The four-mile-long mound of 
dirt and grass is all that is holding 
back Puget Sound. If it gives way, 
a high tide not only could flood 
over 1,800 acres of farmland, but 
submerge all of downtown Stan-
wood, endangering thousands of 
people.

As he drove down the hill to 
find where the leak had sprung 
that Friday afternoon, Roberts 
saw people out and about down-
town, Christmas shopping, 
unaware of the danger looming 
just a few miles away — a danger 
he himself knew little about.

If the dike did break, models 
from Snohomish County 
suggested, seawater would 
stretch out to Pioneer High-
way, deluging City Hall, the post 
office, the library, grocery stores, 
a food bank, a clinic. Schools 
and churches, apartments and 
houses. The Sons of Norway 
lodge and the Uff Da Shoppe. 
Restaurants would be left with a 
soggy mess of pizza and tacos and 
teriyaki.

Josephine Caring Community 
would be sunk, too. The facility 
employs 300 people and has 160 
beds for rehabilitation, long-term 
care and memory care.

Linda Neunzig, agriculture 
coordinator for the county, said 
the dike protects “some of the 
best farmland” in the country.

“The cabbage seed, the beet 
seed that goes all over the world is 
grown in that valley,” she said. “… 
When you go to Lowe’s and buy 

a package of cabbage seed, the 
chance it was grown in that valley 
is extremely high.”

Red and Yukon Gold potatoes 
are grown there, also, she said.

“So if we lose that farmland, 
just imagine the impact right 
there,” Neunzig said.

The levee is over a hundred 
years old, slapped together by 
farmers in the late 1800s using 
horses and carts. It has held 
up surprisingly well over the 

decades, but it’s showing its age, 
and it’s nowhere near modern 
day standards.

Parts of the levee are eroding, 
becoming skinnier, barely walk-
able in some spots, making the 
chances of a failure more likely. 
Other parts aren’t tall enough, 
hardly higher than the highest 
tides of the year. When Puget 
Sound fills to the brim, the water 
laps the top of that dirt mound. 
And occasionally, the ocean 

spills over.
Tyler Breum has been trying 

to get the dike replaced for over a 
decade now. He’s a former dike 
and drainage district commis-
sioner and his family’s farm abuts 
the Sound. He’s the fifth genera-
tion to work the land here, mainly 
growing little red potatoes.

Without the levee, he said: “At 
the level we’re at right now, we’d 
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HUNDREDS 
DECRY GUN 
VIOLENCE 
AT EVERETT 
RALLY,  A2

ENCHANTED  
WITH ALPACAS
Two decades after ditching the suburbs 
to raise alpacas, a Snohomish couple 
boast a herd of about 40 animals,  C1

MARYSVILLE — Snohomish 
County Sheriff Adam Fortney is 
disbanding three special policing 
units, including one responsible 
for homeless outreach, to bolster 
understaffed patrols amid warn-
ings by local leaders of an impend-
ing public safety crisis.

The specialty teams, including 
the sheriff’s K-9 unit and another 
that pairs deputies with social 
workers, will be dissolved “for 
the foreseeable future,” freeing 
11 deputies to take regular patrol 

positions, Fortney announced via 
Facebook this week.

“Staffing shortages, combined 
with criminals seemingly becom-
ing more emboldened and more 
violent, has created a safety issue 
for our deputies,” he wrote in the 
Facebook post, adding that several 
deputies were recently assaulted 
on the job while waiting for more 
back-up units to arrive.

The move comes just days 
after The Daily Herald published 
commentary, signed by local 
mayors, warning of “a tide of rising 
crime in our cities.”

The sheriff and other local law 
enforcement leaders are paint-
ing an increasingly dire picture 

of the future of public safety in 
Snohomish County, pointing to 
vacant positions, rising crime and 
dwindling interest in law enforce-
ment professions amid landmark 
legislative reform and anti-police 
sentiment.

While some statistics cited by 
local police suggest upticks in 
certain types of crime in Snohom-
ish County, uniform crime data 
collected by the county’s enforce-
ment agencies in 2021 has yet 
to be made public. Prior to the 
pandemic, Snohomish County’s 
crime rates had generally been 
on the decline since at least 2016, 
according to a February 2022 anal-
ysis of data reported to the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation by local law 
enforcement.

RYAN BERRY / THE HERALD
Snohomish County Sheriff Adam Fortney speaks during a public safety 
town hall meeting Wednesday, June 8, 2022, at the Marysville Opera 
House in Marysville.

If this dike fails, Stanwood goes underwater
The levee is over a 
hundred years old.  
And it shows. But  

efforts have lagged to  
fix it before it’s too late.

By Zachariah Bryan
Herald Writer

OLIVIA VANNI / THE HERALD
This May 13 photo shows a stretch of the dike that runs along Skagit Bay near Stanwood.

Fearing crime surge, 
police focus on patrol
There’s little data that support — and some  
numbers that contradict — claims of rampant crime.

By Ellen Dennis, Jake 
Goldstein-Street, Rachel 

Riley and Claudia Yaw
Herald Writers

It’s important not to cherry pick 
the numbers, and instead to 

make an honest effort to distinguish  
a real signal from the noise.”

— Martina Morris
a retired University of Washington statistics and sociology professor who in  

February published an analysis of data reported to the FBI by local law enforcement

“
See POLICE, Page A3

See LEVEE, Page A10

ching the suburbs
homish couple 
40 animals,  C1

 It appears that 
your article is a 
wake up call for 
many of us who 
live on Camano 
Island. … You do 
a great service to 
the community with 
coverage like this.

- Ken G.,  
who alerted three commissioners for Island 

County after the Herald published a story 
about the threat of Stanwood’s dike failure

“

”
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Special report:  
Tulalip’s stolen children

In June 2022 the Herald published a three-part 
investigation of life and death at Tulalip and elsewhere. 
Since the 1800s, Native American families have grappled 
with the trauma of abuse and forced assimilation at 
hundreds of boarding schools across the country. One 
served as a cornerstone of the Tulalip Reservation in 
Snohomish County. 

TULALIP — One night at 
the Tulalip Indian School, 
someone woke Rosemary 

Fryberg and eight other children, 
handing them brown sacks to 
pack their things and ushering 
them out of the dormitory.

“No, I didn’t know where I was going, I really didn’t,” 
said the elder, fondly known around Tulalip as Grandma 
Rose, in an interview with historians 60 years later.

After a long train ride, they stopped at a platform deep 
in the desert, she recalled. There was no breeze in the 
basin of sand and sagebrush, and it was hot.  
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TULALIP’S STOLEN CHILDREN

BEN WATANABE
STREET SMARTSThe Tulalip boarding school evolved from a Catholic mission into a weapon for the government to eradicate Native 

culture. Interviews with survivors and primary documents give accounts of violent cultural suppression under the 
guise of education at the “Carlisle of the West,” modeled after the notorious Carlisle Indian Industrial School.

By Isabella Breda
Herald Writer

PHOTOS COURTESY OF HIBULB CULTURAL CENTER
Rev. Eugene Casimir Chirouse, pictured here holding a cross at front right in 1865, founded a boarding school for Indigenous students on 
Tulalip Bay. It became one of the first religious schools in the country to receive a federal contract to educate Indigenous youth, with the 
goal of assimilation. Below: Girls at the Tulalip Indian School sit in a classroom as they learn about homemaking.

UNEARTHING  UNEARTHING  
THE ‘HORRORS’THE ‘HORRORS’

Editor’s note: This is the second in a series of three stories about the history and lingering trauma of the  
federal Tulalip Indian School, as well as other regional boarding schools attended by Tulalip children.

COMING
TUESDAY

‘Keep your  
Indian alive’:
After decades of 
outlawed culture,  
a Tulalip revival

It was another 70 miles by horse-pulled wagon from Lovelock to Nixon, 
Nevada. There, at the Pyramid Lake Sanatorium, Fryberg spent the next 
year of her life — despite not being ill. She was 11.

See TULALIP, Page A4

Proud 
Boy faces 
9 new 
charges 
in siege

ARLINGTON — A Proud Boy 
who lived in Snohomish County 
has been indicted by a grand jury 
on new charges for his role in the 
breach of the U.S. Capitol in Janu-
ary 2021.

Daniel Lyons Scott, who went 
by the nickname “Milkshake,” was 
arraigned last week on nine crimi-
nal counts in U.S. District Court in 
Washington, D.C.

Scott, 29, lived in the Arlington 
area in recent years and worked 
for Boeing. He was a prominent 
member of the far-right group, 
which led a final push to storm 
Congress on Jan. 6, 2021, to oppose 
the election loss of former Presi-
dent Donald Trump. In May 2021, 
he was arrested in Florida for his 
involvement in the breach.

In August, Scott was indicted on 
10 counts of criminal charges for 
the attack, ranging from obstruc-
tion and disorderly conduct to 
physical violence at the Capitol.

Running light rail along Inter-
state 5 or Evergreen Way 
through Everett is back on 

the table.
As approved by voters in 2016, 

the ST3 measure called for devel-
oping the system expansion north 
from Lynnwood. At the time 
light rail expansion east, north, 
south and west, Sounder service 
increases and bus rapid transit 
development, was estimated to 
cost $53.8 billion and reach Everett 
by 2036.

Another $6 billion is needed 
now after updated projections, and 
light rail may not reach north Ever-
ett until 2041.

The agency is in early phases to 
study station and track locations, 
called alternatives. Service on the 
16-mile, six-station extension is 
estimated to reach the area near 
Boeing and Paine Field by 2037 
and Everett Station by 2041. A 
projected $600 million funding gap 
is behind the opening date gap.

The ballot-presented route, 
called the representative align-
ment, generally followed I-5 with 

By Ellen Dennis
Herald Writer

Daniel Lyons Scott 
assaulted federal officers 
at the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 
2021, prosecutors allege.

See CHARGES, Page A8

Everett light 
rail study 
adds I-5, 
Evergreen 
Way options

See SMARTS, Page A2

Young’s indoctrination at the 
Tulalip Indian School began at 
age 5. Until her teenage years, 
the school only allowed her to go 
home for two months per year.

Native ways were “beat out of 
my grandmother in the name 
of education,” Craig said, and 
that pain has been passed down 
“from generation to generation, 
at a cellular level.”

Often, Craig has heard people 
say things like, “Oh, why don’t 
you Indians get over it? That was a 
long time ago.”

“No, it wasn’t a long time ago,” 
she said. “And it’s genocide our 
people survived.”

‘We’ll kill you’

The Tulalip Indian School 
offered a first- through eighth-
grade education, with room for 
200 pupils. The federal school 
stood a stone’s throw from the 
bay. Buildings were plain, stark, 
impersonal: a boy’s dorm, a girl’s 
dorm, a church, the dining hall, a 
mill, the main school. Most were 
painted white with dark accents 
and gabled roofs, typical of north-
ern European architecture.

Only two buildings survive. The 
dining hall, with an expansive 
wooden deck overlooking Tulalip 
Bay, has been “refurbished back to 
its original way,” Gobin said, giving 
a tour to a reporter. The tribes still 
use the hall and the old Indian 
Agent’s office, in a sense reclaim-
ing and repurposing a part of the 
past that is too important to forget.

“If you go downstairs in the 
basement, the very back, the 
kids that got sent there for being 
bad, got locked up down there — 
they carved their names into the 
wood,” said Misty Napeahi, vice 
chair of the Tulalip Tribes.

Fleeing a boarding school was 
a crime. According to survivors’ 
accounts, authorities who caught 
escaping students hogtied them 
by the ankles and wrists, then 
left them in the halls for other 
students to see, Gobin said.

A police record of arrests on 
the Lummi Reservation in Janu-
ary 1905 names three “half-breed 
Indian” students accused of 
running away from school: Willis 
Allen, 11; Solimon Allen, 10; and 
Louis Washington, 11.

On June 14, 1907, the Seattle 
Daily Times published a brief story 
about Eugene Sheldon, a teenage 
student at the Tulalip school, who 
wrote to a federal judge that the 

superintendent “kept him locked 
up and in chains at the reserva-
tion and refuses to file any charge 
against him in spite of the fact 
that he has not been sentenced to 
imprisonment and is not under 
indictment.”

Sheldon claimed he’d been 
locked in a wooden shed “which 
is both uncomfortable and dreary 
and that the state of affairs from 
which he asks relief has been 
going on ‘for a long time.’”

When two Lummi boys tried to 
run away from the Tulalip school, 
officials whipped them so hard 
it took them 45 minutes to crawl 
from the school back to the dorm, 
according to stories of abuse 
recounted at a forum in 2017.

“Now, the mindset is the white 
man dictates the world the Indian 
lives in,” said Terry Fast Horse, 
52, a Tulalip resident of Lummi 
and Lakota descent. “If an Indian 
don’t like it? We’ll kill you. If you 
don’t conform, we’ll kill you, we’ll 
beat you. You’re praying? We’ll 
beat you. You talk tongues? We’ll 
beat you. You want to breed your 
own? We’ll kill you.”

If Native families didn’t enroll 
children in boarding schools, 
the government could withhold 
food and supplies. Tulalip parents 
could be hauled to the jail on 
the shore of the bay. In the early 
1900s, Tulalip tribal member 
William Robert Sheldon spent 
six months in the tiny concrete 
federal lockup for withholding 
his daughter Bernice Williams 
from the school. According to 
Williams, he had feared for her 
health: His stepson nearly died of 
pneumonia as a student.

Throughout the federal school’s 
existence, the hospital in Tulalip 
only had one physician at a time. 
In his tenure from 1894 to 1920, Dr. 
Charles Milton Buchanan’s atten-
tion was stretched thin: He served 
as Indian Agent for the reserva-
tions at Lummi, Suquamish, 
Swinomish and Tulalip. Starting in 
1901, he was also superintendent 
of the Tulalip Indian School.

Diseases spread among the 
dozens of students packed in the 
dorms at Tulalip. Williams said 
her family members died at the 
school around the age of 16.

“At that time, they weren’t diag-
nosed too clearly,” she said in an 
interview with historians recorded 
in the 1990s. “But the oldest one, I 
believe it was tuberculosis.”

Many succumbed to what 
was reported to be tuberculosis, 
pneumonia or the flu.

“Tuberculosis — did every one 
of your brothers and sisters die 
from that?” an interviewer asked 
Craig’s great-grandmother in a 
VHS recording from 1982.

“They all died (from) tubercu-
losis,” Celum Young answered, 
listing off seven siblings. “Even 
my father died from it.”

Shelton Dover witnessed insur-
mountable suffering as a student, 
like her sister’s battle with 
tuberculosis.

“It’s a lingering death, it goes on 
hour after hour until the person 
is so exhausted they just look like 
they’re sleeping but they’re really 
in a coma,” said Shelton Dover, 
also known as Hiahl-tsa, in an 
interview with a student conduct-
ing research in the 1970s. “Her 
pain went on for hours and days 

and weeks. When I think of that, 
I’m not thankful to the white man 
for anything. It took me 20 years 
to get over the awful hurt of her 
death.”

She lost many of her school 
peers, too.

“All of them were teenagers,” 
Shelton Dover wrote in her auto-
biography. “In just two months, 
five young people died: my sister, 
Marguerite Jules, Cecilia Weeks 
and her cousin Edwin Weeks and 
Edwin Hillaire.”

Cold temperatures in the 
dorms, hunger and the long 
days of school and work killed 
her classmates, she said. There 
was never a doctor available and 
never any medication.

“I was always told to sit still 
and I always did,” Shelton Dover 
wrote. “I could sit, it seemed like, 
by the hour; just sit absolutely still 
and watch my playmates die.”

‘For so long’

Official records from 1905 to 
1907 show enrollment shrunk 
each year at the Tulalip Indian 
School, from 147 students to 124.

Those rosters fail to note 
students who died. Some missing 
names can be found on head-
stones at Priest Point and Mission 
Beach. There are at least 14 
student graves between the two 
cemeteries.

Three of the buried students 
did not survive past the 1904 
roster.

Annie George, 10.
August Sam, 14.
Alfred Shelton, 12.
At least one more died in 1905.
Walter Shelton, 5.
And one more from 1906.
Cecelia Jules, 10.
She’s buried near four more 

students from 1908.
Benjamin Johnson, 8.
Sarah Jones, 14.
Francis Shelton, 10.
Minnie Young, 6.

As for the many others who 
died in childhood, few records 
from the school at Tulalip predate 
the federal school era. Many 
people who live and work on the 
reservation know little about the 
mission school’s dark past.

The Interior report confirmed 
burial sites at 53 Native board-
ing schools across country. Some 
were unmarked, though loca-
tions and the exact number of 
graves were not disclosed out of 
concern for grave-robbing. So the 
report doesn’t specify if any were 
counted at Tulalip.

School census records show 
Indigenous children who died at 
Tulalip were buried there, often 
far from home. Likewise, some 
children plucked from Tulalip 
families died hundreds of miles 
away at other schools.

Shelton Dover, McKay and 
other boarding school survivors 
saw many of their friends taken 
across county and state lines for 
“treatment” at sanatoriums.

Government agents drove 
Stan Jones Sr., or Scho-Hallem, 
to the Cushman Indian Hospital 
in Tacoma at age 9. It had been a 
boarding school until 1920, and 
Jones was forced to live there 
from 1935 to 1938. He came to 
believe the hospital was another 
way to carry on the mission of 
boarding schools — severing 
Native kids from their families, 
forcing them to speak English and 
supplanting their culture.

“This is supposed to be a hospi-
tal, but they had them doing 
boxing matches (and) they had 
school,” said his daughter, Gobin, 
64, the tribal chairwoman. “It was 
just another way to do a boarding 
school, because they got money 
for every Native student that they 
had.”

Jones also believed staff filled 
quotas for cash. He saw other 
Tulalip children placed in hospi-
tals for tuberculosis, despite 
being healthy, like himself.

“We heard they were actu-
ally using the kids to experiment 
with new medicines on them,” 
Jones wrote in his autobiography. 
“Two men my age that were in 
Cushman found out when they 
were adults that they had a lung 
removed.”

Like at the Tulalip school, if 
kids did something wrong, they 
were abused.

“One day I did not clean my 
area and I was punished by being 
put in a closet for a period of time,” 
Jones wrote. “As I was in there I 
overheard the nurses talking. One 
of them said that she had been 
visiting the other patients in Ward 
D and had been praying for a 
young man named Jack Jones and 
he had just died. I started crying 
and they asked why I was crying; 
I wouldn’t say anything and they 
didn’t know he was my brother.”

Norman “Jack” Jones died at 
age 14.

Years after the Tulalip school 
closed, the Tacoma hospital 
stayed open.

“I had been there for so long, I 
had forgotten about home and I 
thought my family forgot about 
me,” Jones wrote.

Separation drove a wedge into 
countless families. The 106-page 
report from the Interior depart-
ment found boarding schools 
deliberately disrupted the “Indian 
family unit.”

For decades, the government 
forced Tulalip students of high 
school age to live 275 miles away 
at Chemawa Indian School, north 
of Salem, Oregon. It’s one of four 
off-reservation boarding schools 
still operated by the U.S. Bureau 
of Indian Education.

Tribal governments did not 
gain the right to run their own 
schools until 1975, and parents 
could not deny their children’s 
placement in off-reservation 
schools until the Indian Child 
Welfare Act passed in 1978.

Parker, the leader of the healing 
coalition, testified in the nation’s 
capital the day of the Interior 
report’s release.

“This is a historic moment,” she 
said, “as it reaffirms the stories we 
all grew up with.”

Parker is seeking justice for 
people like her relatives, who 
were deeply scarred by the 
federal schools, as well as for 
those who did not survive. Inte-
rior researchers compiled over 98 
million pages of records from the 
American Indian Records Reposi-
tory to begin to uncover what 
happened.

It has been a massive undertak-
ing to peel back a whitewashed 
history.

“When you say ‘boarding 
school,’ I don’t think anybody 
quite realized what it was that was 
happening to the Indian children,” 
Shelton Dover said in the 1970s. “… 
My professor of history referred to 
Indian reservations as ‘concentra-
tion camps’ or ‘penitentiaries,’ and 
it surprised me that I was saying, 
‘How right you are.’”

Shelton Dover was one of the 
few survivors who talked publicly 
about her time in the boarding 
schools. She dedicated much of 
her life to preserving endangered 
tribal traditions and artifacts of 
Coast Salish history. She died in 
1991, at the age of 86.

A few years later, a construction 
crew excavated land for a new 
dental clinic off 76th Place NW, 
along Tulalip Bay.

“We started finding this ash,” 
Glen Gobin said. “So I took the 
time to dig through it, trying to 
find the bottom, and I hit some-
thing hard at the bottom. What 
we found was the furnace for the 
girls’ dormitory.”

His grandmother, Celum Young, 
had never told him much about 
her time in the dorms. But it was 
like he could feel her close by.

“I just felt the connection and 
the feelings come over you. My 
grandma would’ve been here, 
she would’ve been down here 
at some point,” he said. “Even 
though it was all buried — we’d 
moved on, it seemed like you dig 
this up and it brings it back to a 
reality.”

Isabella Breda: 425-339-3192; 
isabella.breda@heraldnet.com; 
Twitter: @BredaIsabella.
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TULALIP’S STOLEN CHILDREN

OLIVIA VANNI / THE HERALD
Below the former Tulalip Indian School dining hall, remnants of the federal jail are visible along the water at Tulalip Bay.

RYAN BERRY / THE HERALD
The ruins of a federal jail sit along the beach of Tulalip Bay behind the 
Tulalip Montessori School.

READ THE REST OF THIS SERIES
MONDAY: Unearthing the horrors of the Tulalip Indian School

The Tulalip boarding school evolved from a Catholic mission into a weapon for the government to 
eradicate Native culture. Interviews with survivors and primary documents give accounts of violent 
cultural suppression under the guise of education at the “Carlisle of the West,” modeled after the 
notorious Carlisle Indian Industrial School.

TUESDAY: ‘Keep your Indian alive’: After decades of outlawed culture, a Tulalip revival
Boarding schools scarred Indigenous children for life. In turn, their children and grandchildren have 
suffered. How have those harmed by the Tulalip Indian School — a cornerstone of the reservation since 
its inception — begun to heal?

What really 
was sad 

about the jail 
cell is when the 
tide comes in, the 
water would fill 
that jail cell up.”
— Chelsea Craig, whose great-
grandmother, Celum Young, spent three 
nights as a child in a tiny concrete jail 
cell on the shore of Tulalip Bay

“ HeraldNet.com/Native-Boarding-Schools/>>
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SEATTLE — The Seattle Sounders’ first goal 
of Saturday’s 3-0 win over Sporting Kansas City 
was the epitome of strong ball movement and 
patient build-up play.

It started on the left side, when left back 
Nouhou and center back Jackson Ragen 
passed the ball back and forth to shift the 
opposing defense. Then, when Ragen saw an 
opening, the switch flipped and the Sounders 
pounced quickly.

He unleashed a long-ball across the field and 
connected with a streaking Alex Roldan. The 
right back laid the ball off to his brother, Cristian 
Roldan, who delivered a pin-perfect cross that 
Will Bruin headed in for a seventh-minute goal.

“Will is a true target forward, true No. 9,” 
head coach Brian Schmetzer said after the 
game. “That’s such a good goal, and true to 
who Will is.”

A week ago at the same time, Bruin was on 
the bench. Without leading scorer Raul Ruid-
iaz, who’s missed the past two contests due 
to a hamstring injury, Fredy Montero started 
last Saturday’s game against Los Angeles FC. 
Montero dropped back deep into the midfield, 
creating space for wingers Jordan Morris 

and Cristian Roldan to get in behind. Yet the 
backup striker saw very little of the ball and 
notched just one shot.

Bruin’s impact against Sporting KC was 
more tangible. He provided a more command-
ing presence in the middle, linking up with 
Morris (one goal, one assist), Cristian Roldan 

(one goal, one assist), Nicolas Lodeiro (one 
assist) and Albert Rusnak more frequently than 
Montero had. That lineup change, yet another 
representation of the Sounders’ depth in offen-
sive playmakers, paid off.

EVERETT — One of Snohomish 
County’s longest running sports 
traditions is back at it.

The Everett Merchants — a 
summer baseball team that 
consists of current and former 
college players — is in the midst 
of its 48th season under head 
coach and general manager 
Harold Pyatte, and once again 
this year’s Merchants squad is 
chalked full of former local high 
school standouts.

In all, 19 of the 32 players listed 
on the team’s roster hail from 10 
Snohomish County high schools. 
Arlington (Jacob Burkett, Cole 
Cramer, Reider Vane), Cascade 
(Jacob Sesso, Jackson Ramstead), 
Everett (Aaron Robertson, Casen 
Taggart), Glacier Peak (Aidan 
Hammersmark, Jaxon Hender-
son, Tyson Willis), Lake Stevens 
(Christian LaPierre), Marysville 
Getchell (Jack Johnson), Marys-
ville Pilchuck (Tyler DeVries, 
Jordan Luton), Monroe (Aaron 
Clogston, Gage Nagy, Ryan 
Witt), Mountlake Terrace (Jared 
Maxfield) and Snohomish (Aaron 
West) are all represented.

So for the likes of 2021 Arling-
ton grads Burkett and Cramer, 
who played with each other from 
Little League through high school 
before going their separate ways 
for college, a summer with the 
Merchants is a welcomed reunion.

“Last year, our parents and us 
as players we’re all (thinking) that 
was going to be our last chance to 
play together,” Burkett said of his 
final high school season. “Now we 

get the chance to do it again. It’s 
just fun to come out here and play 
with your best friends.”

And while plenty of players 
are getting the chance to catch 
up with former teammates, the 
amalgamation of so many former 
Wesco standouts has created an 
interesting dynamic for some.

Burkett, Cramer and Vane all 
contributed to an incredible run 
of success during their time at 

Arlington. The Eagles won the 
final 18 regular season games of 
their freshman season in 2018 and 
then all 20 regular season games 
the next year. COVID-19 wiped 
out the trio’s junior season, but 
the team picked up right where 
it left off and ran off 11 straight 
wins in 2021 to bring its streak 
to 49 games. Current Merchants 
teammate Johnson was a member 
of the Marysville Getchell squad 
that ended the streak just shy of 
50 in the penultimate game of the 
season.

TODAY’S GAME
Seattle at L.A. Angels, 1:07 p.m.
TV: ROOT Radio: 710 AM, 97.3 FM

Probable Starting Pitchers
Mariners left-hander Marco Gonzales 

(4-7, 3.33 ERA) vs. Angels starter TBD.
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RYAN BERRY / THE HERALD
The Everett Merchants gather on the field before a game against the Seattle Blackfins this past Wednesday at Funko Field in Everett.

Summers in Everett mean 
MERCHANTSMERCHANTS baseball

By Zac Hereth
Herald Writer

The summer baseball team is back in action for its 48th season under coach Harold Pyatte.

RYAN BERRY / THE HERALD
The Merchants’ Cole Cramer swings at a pitch during a game against the 
Seattle Blackfins on Wednesday evening at Funko Field in Everett.

Merchants’ 
home schedule 
Sunday: vs. Dub Sea Fish Sticks, 1:05 p.m.  

July 13: vs. Redmond Dudes, 7:05 p.m.  

July 15: vs. Northwest Honkers, 7:05 p.m.  

July 16: vs. Seattle Studs, 5:05 p.m.  

July 17: vs. Dub Sea Fish Sticks, 1:05 p.m.  

July 26: vs. Dub Sea Fish Sticks (DH), 5 p.m.  

July 27: vs. Redmond Dudes, 7:05 p.m.  

July 29: vs. Northwest Honkers, 7:05 p.m. 

Note: All homes games are played at Funko 
Field. Tickets are $5 for adults, $3 for kids 
9-17 and free for kids 9 and under.

By Scott Hanson 
The Seattle Times

ANAHEIM, Calif. — Seattle 
Mariners first baseman Ty France 
was placed on the 10-day injured 
list Saturday because of a sprained 
elbow, a big blow for a team that 
just tied its longest winning streak 
of the season with its fourth straight 
victory Friday night.

France, who has been the team’s 
most productive hitter by far this 
season, told MLB.com late Friday 
night that an MRI showed he has a 
Grade 2 flexor strain in his left fore-
arm/elbow area and was headed to 
the injured list.

France was put on the IL retro-
active to June 24. Infielder Drew 
Ellis was called up from Triple-A 
Tacoma to take France’s spot on 
the roster.

France was injured in Thursday’s 
victory at Oakland when A’s base 
runner Sheldon Neuse collided 
with France’s glove, pulling back 
France’s arm awkwardly.

France told MLB.com that he 
was hopeful he wouldn’t be out for 
a long period time. The 27-year-old 
is hitting .316 with 10 homers and 
45 runs batted in. He has an OPS 
of .866.

Mariners manager Scott Servais 
said Friday that Dylan Moore and 
Kevin Padlo would play at first base 
while France was out. Servais said 
Abraham Toro was also an option, 
and Ellis will be, too.

Ellis was claimed off waivers 
on June 16 from Arizona. He has 
played 13 games at first base in 
Triple-A this season, with Reno 
and Tacoma.

Ellis hit .217 with five homers and 
33 RBI in 158 at-bats at Triple-A this 
season. He had two hits in 13 at-bats 
(.154) with Arizona this year.

Seattle has struggled offensively 
all season, in part because of inju-
ries to outfielders Mitch Haniger 
and Kyle Lewis, and catcher Tom 
Murphy.

It only gets tougher with another 
key cog out.

Friday’s late game
Mariners 4, Angels 3
Seattle AB R H BI BB SO Avg.
Crawford ss 5 0 0 0 0 1 .271
Rodríguez cf 5 2 1 1 1 1 .270
Winker lf 4 1 3 0 1 1 .226
Suárez 3b 4 1 3 1 1 0 .232
Trammell rf 4 0 2 1 0 1 .268
b-Padlo ph-1b 1 0 0 0 0 1 .500
Raleigh c 4 0 0 0 1 3 .181
Upton dh 4 0 1 1 1 2 .130
Frazier 2b 2 0 0 0 3 0 .220
Moore 1b-rf 3 0 0 0 1 1 .170
Totals 36 4 10 4 9 11  

Los Angeles AB R H BI BB SO Avg.
Ward rf 4 1 1 0 0 2 .309
Trout cf 3 2 2 2 1 0 .289
Ohtani dh 3 0 1 1 1 1 .261
Walsh 1b 4 0 0 0 0 3 .261
Stassi c 3 0 0 0 1 1 .226
Duffy 3b 4 0 1 0 0 0 .265
Marsh lf 4 0 0 0 0 3 .233
Rengifo 2b 3 0 2 0 0 0 .225
Wade ss 2 0 0 0 0 0 .216
a-MacKinnon ph 1 0 0 0 0 0 .167
Velazquez ss 0 0 0 0 0 0 .176
Totals 31 3 7 3 3 10  

Seattle 101 101 000 — 4 10 0
Los Angeles 000 102 000 — 3 7 0

a-grounded out for Wade in the 7th. b-pinch hit for Trammell 
in the 8th. LOB—Seattle 16, Los Angeles 4. 2B—Winker (11), Su-
arez 2 (14). 3B—Trout (2). HR—Rodriguez (10), off Ortega; Trout 
(22), off Flexen. RBIs—Suarez (37), Upton (2), Rodriguez (34), 
Trammell (9), Trout 2 (45), Ohtani (46). SB—Trammell (2). Runners 
left in scoring position—Seattle 9 (Upton 2, Crawford, Raleigh 3, 
Moore 2, Rodriguez); Los Angeles 0. RISP—Seattle 3 for 15; Los 
Angeles 0 for 3. Runners moved up—Moore, Ohtani. GIDP—
Moore, Duffy, MacKinnon, Ward. DP—Seattle 3 (Crawford, Frazier, 
Moore; Crawford, Frazier, Moore; Suarez, Frazier, Moore); Los An-
geles 1 (Wade, Rengifo, Walsh).

Seattle IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Flexen, W, 3-8 5 5 3 3 2 3 84 4.31
Borucki, H, 4 1 0 0 0 0 2 12 7.50
Swanson, H, 4  .1 2 0 0 0 1 12 0.98
Muñoz, H, 5 1.2 0 0 0 1 3 21 4.05
Sewald, S, 6-8 1 0 0 0 0 1 10 2.70

Los Angeles IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Lorenzen, L, 6-5 3 4 2 2 4 5 85 4.24
Ortega 2 2 1 1 1 1 38 3.86
Bradley 1 2 1 1 0 2 29 5.00
Wantz 1.1 0 0 0 2 0 22 3.38
Loup 1.2 2 0 0 2 3 38 4.39

Inherited runners-scored—Borucki 1-1, Munoz 2-0. IBB—off 
Munoz (Trout). HBP—Lorenzen (Crawford), Ortega (Moore). 
T—3:41. A—35,704 (45,517).

Mariners 
place 1B 
France on 
10-day IL

MARINERS  |  Update

Saturday’s Mariners game 
finished too late for print. 

Find the story at heraldnet.com.

>>

Resurgent Sounders thrash Sporting KC
Seattle wins 3-0 and has collected 
16 points in its past 7 contests to climb 
up the Western Conference standings.

By Roshan Fernandez
The Seattle Times

RYAN BERRY / THE HERALD
The Sounders celebrate Jordan Morris’s goal against Sporting KC Saturday at Lumen Field in Seattle.

See SOUNDERS, Page A10

See MERCHANTS, Page A10

TULALIP — There was no use running 
away, Harriette Shelton Dover 
recalled, when the Tulalip Indian 

School matron thrashed her with a buggy 
whip from her neck to her ankles, swinging 
“as hard as she could.”

“Years later,” she said, “I found out that kind was also used in 
penitentiaries and outlawed. But it was used on us. And what were we 
doing? We were 9 years old and we were speaking our language.”

Matthew War Bonnet can still picture the priest’s “Jesus rope,” a thick 
cord with strands coming off it. He was a 6-year-old boy when 
authorities took him to the St. Francis Boarding School in South Dakota. 

“We were hit with that and their razor straps as well,” said War Bonnet, 
now 76, a Snohomish resident of Sicangu Lakota descent, in testimony 
before a U.S. House committee in May. “One priest even used a cattle 
prod to hit us.”

Scenes like these were seared into young minds for over a century in 
the era of U.S. Indian Boarding Schools. The schools disrupted at least 
one generation of every Native American family, inflicting profound 
scars through forced assimilation, rampant abuse and death.

SUNDAY, 06.26.2022  ●  EVERETT, WASHINGTON  ●  HERALDNET.COM  ●  $3 (HIGHER IN OUTLYING AREAS)

Growing up in the Tulalip boarding school, Harriette Shelton Dover would “just sit absolutely still  
and watch my playmates die” of illness, hunger and cold. The Daily Herald dug into rosters and other  

records at Tulalip that reveal a staggering death toll — and pain passed from generation to generation.

TULALIP’S STOLEN CHILDREN

A ‘A ‘GENOCIDEGENOCIDE OUROUR  
PEOPLE SURVIVED’

Editor’s note: This is the first in a series of three stories about the history 
and lingering trauma of the federal Tulalip Indian School, as well as 
other regional boarding schools attended by Tulalip children. 

See TULALIP, Page A6

COURTESY TULALIP TRIBES HIBULB CULTURAL CENTER
Children at the Tulalip Indian School spent Saturdays on work detail and Sundays attending church services. The Native American boarding school was one of hundreds 
around the country where forced assimilation inflicted lasting wounds. 

By Isabella Breda
Herald WriterCOMING
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the horrors  
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Indian alive’:

After decades of 
outlawed culture,  

a Tulalip revival

Tulalip school fueled generations of pain
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‘Until we heal our spirit’

Steven Iron Wing II first tried 
cocaine in the late ’80s with his 
father, a survivor of the St. Fran-
cis Indian School. Many of Iron 
Wing’s earliest memories of his 
dad involve “a lot of alcoholism.”

“That was what he introduced 
me to,” he said. “Being an actual 
father wasn’t something I ever 
was taught.”

After his father died in 2008, 
Iron Wing, 54, came across an 
article about what children lived 
through in the South Dakota 
boarding schools, “you know, 
equating to sexual and physical 
abuse.”

“And then as I learned more 
about boarding school systems 
when I was working on my bach-
elor’s degree,” Iron Wing said, 
“it kind of all came together for 
me. It clicked. … It’s kind of like I 
didn’t really understand him until 
after he died. I was finally able to 
actually forgive him for decades 
of neglect.”

Now a licensed chemical 
dependency professional, Iron 
Wing manages the Tulalip Tribes’ 
Stanwood Healing Lodge, a 
refuge for people to readjust to 
society after inpatient treatment. 
It’s open to anyone enrolled in a 
federally recognized tribe. Iron 
Wing helps others to confront an 
underlying reason they’re hurt-
ing: Boarding schools dismantled 
their families and culture.

“If you don’t know why 
you’re doing something, and it’s 
ingrained in you, how can you fix 
it?” he said.

Learning the history of 
“language and culture loss — or 
even abuse experienced at board-
ing school — within the historical 
facts of colonization can provide 
profound psychological relief,” 
according to a study published in 
the AMA Journal of Ethics in 2021.

“The latest research on specifi-
cally Indigenous historical 
trauma finds that its effects are 
wide-ranging — from historical 
loss that brings feelings of shame 
and anger as well as drug and 
alcohol use to suicidality, sexual 
abuse, and depression among 
residential school survivors,” 
concludes the study from the 
University of Colorado Boul-
der. “Historical loss is complex 
because it denotes the loss of land 
in addition to loss of culture.”

Traditional painting, woodwork-
ing, making ribbon skirts, building 
drums and beating drums are core 
parts of the healing at the Tulalip 
lodge, Iron Wing said.

Hundreds of tribal members 
have received help through the 
tribes’ substance use disorder 
program. The Tulalip Tribes also 
offer free counseling, free job 
training courses and transitional 
cottages — all funded by gaming 
revenue and grants, with the aim 
of helping tribal members to find 
stability.

“We have some beautiful 
programs here in Tulalip,” the 
tribes’ Chief Administrative Offi-
cer Rochelle Lubbers said. “But 
so many of them are band-aids 
until we heal our spirit.”

‘Keep your Indian alive’

As she thumbed through a 
2-inch-thick spiralbound picture-
book, Tulalip elder Diane Janes 
stopped on a page with a school 
worksheet dated April 18, 1973. 
Photos show longtime Tulalip 
leader Scho-Hallam, also known 
as Stan Jones Sr., in a showy blue 
jacket adorned with ribbons of 
tiny cedar paddles, stretching 
his arms wide, beating a circular 
drum. The images are overlaid 
on a typewritten Lushootseed 
worksheet.

1. Welcome to a white person. 
Oh-hotl’-tuo’lochee-lutz uteee’a 
pos’tud.

2. Sit down here. Ah-tee 
oh-quats gwa’-deal.

Jones, a descendant of the 
Snohomish and other Coast 
Salish tribes, lived at the Cush-
man Indian Hospital in Tacoma 
from age 9 to 12. The compound 
doubled as a school, and “Jones 
says assimilation into white 
culture carried on there too,” 
according to interviews with a 
historian.

For speaking Lushootseed, 
he wrote in his autobiography, 
“I remember having my mouth 
washed with lye soap; my tongue 
dried up so bad, it cracked and 
split open and bled.”

Jones, who died in 2019, led an 
extraordinary life. He was among 
44,000 Native Americans who 

fought in World War II. He occu-
pied Nagasaki, still “frizzling like a 
baked apple,” in the aftermath of 
the atomic bomb, as one biogra-
pher wrote. In Japan, he learned 
to speak more Japanese than he 
could Lushootseed. Back home, 
he fought for tribal fishing rights 
that were won in the historic 
Boldt decision and helped to 
grow the Tulalip payroll from 
three to 3,500 employees while 
serving as a tribal board member 
for 44 years. Over half of that time 
he served as tribal chair.

And at age 46, Jones studied 
Lushootseed in the early days of a 

cultural revival.
“It is important to carry on your 

language: keep your Indian alive,” 
said Jones, in a quote attached to 
Janes’ worksheet. “Your grand-
parents were punished for speak-
ing the Indian language in the 
government schools they were 
forced into at five years old: goal 
to destroy the Indian.”

The official federal policy 
on Native language suppres-
sion can be traced to 1868, 
when General Ulysses S. Grant 
commissioned a report on how 
to end the Indian Wars.

“Through sameness of 

language is produced same-
ness of sentiment, and thought; 
customs and habits are molded 
and assimilated in the same way, 
and thus in process of time the 
differences producing trouble 
would have been gradually oblit-
erated,” the report concluded. 
“Schools should be established, 
which (Indigenous) children 
should be required to attend; 
their barbarous dialect should 
be blotted out and the English 
language substituted.”

It took until 1990 for Congress 
to pass the Native American 
Languages Act to repudiate the 
erasure, bringing languages like 
Lushootseed back from the brink 
of extinction and encouraging 
Native languages to be taught in 
schools.

A 2012 study found access to 
both culture and language are 
essential in Indigenous child 
welfare. When Native youth 
reconnect with their ancestry and 
culture, they play an active role in 
breaking the cycle of generational 
trauma.

One study of First Nations in 
British Columbia suggested Native 
language retention — more than 
any other “cultural continuity 

factors” — had a strong correlation 
with stopping youth suicide. And 
when at least half of the Indige-
nous population retained conver-
sational fluency in their Native 
language, the youth suicide rate 
dropped “effectively to zero.”

‘Almost broken’

Over a dozen paddlers disap-
peared into the gray horizon one 
morning last August.

The canoe journey is a 
reminder “we are still here,” 
said Sam Barr, a Samish tribal 
member and historical preserva-
tion officer for the Stillaguamish 
tribe.

“There’s over 10,000 years 
of archaeological evidence in 
Snohomish County of our people 
being here, and then we know 
that our stories go back even 
further than that,” he said. “We’re 
all about trying to restore that 
cultural chain of knowledge that 
… was almost broken.”

Descendants of signatories to 
the Treaty of Point Elliott began 
the “Paddle to Seattle” from 
Suquamish to Alki Beach in 1989, 
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OLIVIA VANNI / THE HERALD
Program Manager Steven Iron Wing II stands for a photo at the Tulalip 
Tribe’s Stanwood Healing Lodge. 

DAN BATES / HERALD FILE
Stan Jones Sr. scans Tulalip Bay from the grounds outside the old tribal center and longhouse in April 2010.

ANDY BRONSON / THE HERALD
At the last remaining building from the Tulalip Indian School, dancers perform the Snohomish War Song for a Day of Remembrance on Sept. 30, 2021, 
on the Tulalip Reservation.

ISABELLA BREDA / THE HERALD
Paddlers begin their two-week journey to Lummi Island with the Blue 
Heron Canoe Family in 2021.

...as I learned more about 
boarding school systems when 

I was working on my bachelor’s 
degree, it kind of all came together 
for me. ... I was finally able to actually 
forgive him for decades of neglect.”

— Steven Iron Wing II, speaking of his father,  
a survivor of St. Francis Indian School in South Dakota

“

See TULALIP, Page A12

resurrecting a centuries-old 
tradition. The annual journey 
was created by Emmett Oliver, a 
Tulalip Indian School survivor 
born in South Bend in 1913. As 
supervisor of the state’s Native 
American student programs, 
Oliver worked to reform tribal 
education policy at the state and 
national levels. He’s also cred-
ited with ushering in “a new era 
of canoe carving and canoe travel 
upon the ancestral waters of the 
Salish Sea.”

“The fact is that Emmett saved 
hundreds if not thousands of 
lives,” Quinault Nation President 
Fawn Sharp eulogized, when 
Oliver died in 2016 in Edmonds 
at age 102. The resurgence of 
canoe culture “helped so many 
of our children and adults turn 
away from drugs and alcohol, and 
displaced depression and despair 
with hope and culture-based 
principles.”

The journey is a way to apply 
Indigenous knowledge and 
connect with the water.

“My father — his wish was to 
see 100 canoes in his lifetime 
land on Washington state land,” 
Oliver’s daughter Marilyn Bard 
said, “and that happened in 2013 
with 103 canoes that landed in 
Olympia.”

Some paddlers, known as 
canoe pullers, sing in Lushoot-
seed to urge each other forward. 
Their words echo far across the 
water.

Maria Rios, of the Tulalip 
Tribes, began lessons in the 
Central Salish language as a 
small child. There weren’t classes 
beyond Montessori at the time, 
said Rios, 31. But she hung onto 
a collection of class worksheets, 
translations and pictures — her 
“Lushootseed Bible.”

“And after school I kind of 
floated around until I decided 
I need to get a job,” she said. 
“Another lucky, destiny kind of 
thing: I started with a work expe-
rience program (at Tulalip) … 
learning the language and then 
going out and teaching things 
that I’ve been wanting to do since 
I was a child.”

Rios started teaching Lushoot-
seed with Montessori students, 
including some of her relatives, in 
2012. The class she and Nik-ko-te 
St. Onge began working with in 
2014 just finished sixth grade at 
Totem Middle School — they’ve 
been teaching the class through-
out their primary and secondary 
education.

Rios shares photos of Lush-
oostseed speakers like Martha 
Williams Lamont, an assistant 
minister of the Tulalip Shaker 
Church who died in 1973. 
Pictured from her knees up in a 
white dress decorated with shells, 
Williams Lamont shares a soft 
smile in the black-and-white 
photograph.

“I have some of her great-
grandkids; great-great-great-
grandkids in my class,” Rios said. 
“I’ll bring in her stories, and that 
offers that deeper connection for 
them.”

In 2019, Marysville School 
District and the Tulalip Lush-
ootseed Language Department 
partnered to bring classes to 
Marysville Pilchuck High School. 
Natosha Gobin, a Lushootseed 
instructor in the district, helped 
to create a special keyboard to 
type the language.

“I mean, for me, it’s just that 
powerful reclamation,” Rios said. 
“You get to reclaim that, and it 
gets to be a part of you again.”

Six miles down the road from 
the former boarding school 
campus, a photo of Assistant 
Principal Chelsea Craig’s great-
grandmother hangs in an office 
at Quil Ceda Elementary. Celum 
Young was taken to the Tulalip 
Indian School around age 5.

“They wanted me to forget my 
way of life and learn to be civi-
lized and learn to be a good white 
person,” said Young, who died 
in 1987, according to research 
by Native American historian 
Carolyn Marr. “I still don’t know 

what a good white person is. All 
I know is that I learned to march, 
march, march, and not speak my 
language. You got in big trouble 
for that. I got many whippings 
and confinement.”

Ten years ago, Craig proposed 
a new way to start each day for 
470 kids at the elementary school. 
They meet in the gym for drum-
ming and singing, followed by 
whole school learning.

“Sometimes it’s Lushootseed 
stories or phrases or social-
emotional learning — whatever it 
might be,” Craig said. “But every 
day, we start with singing a tradi-
tional song.”

Students lead the songs.
Native people rarely see them-

selves represented in mainstream 
curriculum. Craig is pushing 
Marysville schools to shift away 
from the white-centered narra-
tives and toward seeing history 
through a broader lens. She 
doesn’t want Native students to 
feel invisible anymore — the way 
she felt in the same system. Indig-
enous people tend to be skeptical 
of government schools, in large 
part because of the boarding 
school legacy.

“And, frankly, a mismatch in 
education,” Craig said. “… We’re 
trying to reclaim colonized 
space.”

Starting fresh begins in the 
youngest learners. Many of them 
attended the tribes’ Early Learn-
ing Academy, near the site of 
the former boarding school. The 
Lushootseed Department offers 
weekly sessions for newborn to 
3-year-old children. The acad-
emy’s goal is to help children 
converse in Lushootseed by 
kindergarten. Kids also learn 
about cultural traditions, like fish-
ing and gathering native berries 
and roots.

The lasting damage of board-
ing schools is not just “a Tulalip 
thing,” Craig said.

“This is a United States 
of America thing,” she said. 

“All Indigenous people were 
required to go to the boarding 
schools. And their descendants 
are directly affected by those 
boarding schools, whether that’s 
consciously or not.”

‘When you  
know the truth’

Each time their relatives struck 
their drums to the beat of the 
Snohomish War Song, two dozen 
dancers’ feet touched the earth. 
Elementary school kids — some 
in orange, others in colorful rega-
lia — bounced to the drumbeat 
outside the dining hall. It’s some-
thing their ancestors couldn’t do 
at that age.

Elders’ eyes traced the dancers 
as they moved.

Boarding school survivors and 
their descendants had gathered 
for Orange Shirt Day, in honor of 
lives lost and forever changed by 
the federal school. The annual 
memorial is named for a story 
told by Phyllis Webstad, of Brit-
ish Columbia, who showed up 
to a mission school on the Dog 
Creek reservation in 1973 wear-
ing a shiny bright orange shirt 
her grandmother bought her. 
The school took the shirt from 
the 6-year-old girl and would not 
return it.

“I finally get it,” Webstad wrote, 
“that the feeling of worthlessness 
and insignificance, ingrained 
in me from my first day at the 
mission, affected the way I lived 
my life for many years.”

The Tulalip Tribes marked the 
day for the first time last October.

“These are historical traumas 
that keep on,” said Gobin, the 
tribal chairwoman, fighting back 
tears as she spoke to families. “I 
felt it in my dad, the pain he felt.”

On a table, candlelight illu-
minated sepia photos, like an 
altar, showing dozens of Indig-
enous children standing stiff 
and straight in itchy military 
uniforms.

“I think this is the first time I 
can, in my lifetime, remember 
coming together like this,” said 
Misty Napeahi, the Tulalip tribal 
vice chair. “We have to recog-
nize that we survived this. We’re 
strong, resilient Indian people. 
And we’re that way because we’re 
a community.”

The federal government tried 
many strategies, for generations, 
to wipe Indigenous culture off 
the map. But it didn’t work, said 
Fryberg, the University of Michi-
gan professor.

“When you know the truth,” she 
said, “you have to at least some-
what stand in awe because we 
have overcome so much and we 
are still here.”

After years of silence, the Inte-
rior report released in May finally 
began exposing wrongs commit-
ted against Indigenous people. 
But the United States has yet to 
offer a public apology for the 
harm. President Barack Obama 
signed an appropriations bill into 
law in December 2009, in which 
an apology was written, but never 
publicly acknowledged. But tribal 
leaders believe to have their treaty 
rights respected, they will need 
much more than a report and an 
apology.

“There’s not been the things 
that should be happening and 
respecting our sovereignty,” 
Gobin said. “Every day we have to 
fight … to uphold our sovereignty. 
You would think that we have 
our treaty rights and we have 
our sovereignty, so we should be 
moving on — but every day we 
have to fight for something that is 
guaranteed to us.”

Rep. Sharice Davids, D-Kansas, 
the second Indigenous woman 
ever elected to U.S. Congress, 
sponsored a bill to create a 
commission that could continue 
the research.

“If Native children were able to 
endure and survive the boarding 
school era in our nation,” Davids 
said in May, “we should be able 
to find it in ourselves to fully 
investigate what happened to our 
relatives.”

Congress provided $7 million 
for the Interior to continue the 
search for records, graves and 
stories.

Assistant Secretary of Indian 
Affairs Bryan Newland recom-
mended the Interior commit to:

 producing a second investi-
gative report;

 identifying boarding school 
survivors and documenting their 
stories;

 supporting the reclamation 
and co-management of federal 
boarding school sites;

 developing a repository of 
federal records pertaining to the 
federal boarding school system;

 identifying and engaging 
other federal agencies that may 
have control of relevant records;

 supporting congressional 
action to heal, through a federal 
memorial for generations of 
Indigenous children who lived 
or died in the boarding school 
system;

 and encouraging Native 
language revitalization.

At Tulalip, the opening prayers, 
songs and blessings of the long-
outlawed Salmon Ceremony 
are conducted in Lushootseeed. 
Survivors of forced assimilation, 
Stan Jones Sr. and Harriette Shel-
ton Dover, are often credited with 
restoring that tradition at Tulalip 
Bay.

“To me, it’s not revitalization,” 
Craig said. “It’s the sustainabil-
ity of our people. In spite of the 
boarding school, we have always 
maintained who we were as 
Coast Salish people.”

This month, songs preserved by 
Tulalip school survivors echoed 
through the longhouse.

Isabella Breda: 425-339-3192; 
isabella.breda@heraldnet.com; 
Twitter: @BredaIsabella.
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A canoe leaves the shore of Tulalip Bay after the 2022 Salmon Ceremony.
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ISABELLA BREDA / THE HERALD
Chelsea Craig’s great-grandmother Celum Young was taken to the Tulalip 
Indian School at age 5. Now, Craig is working to restore tribal sovereignty 
in education.

OLIVIA VANNI / THE HERALD
Natosha Gobin, center, watches as her students Angel Cortez, left, and 
Randy Vendiola play a word-matching game during Lushootseed I class at 
Marysville Pilchuck High School in 2019 in Marysville.

In spite 
of the 

boarding school, 
we have always 
maintained who 
we were as Coast 
Salish people.”
— Chelsea Craig, Assistant 
Principal at Quil Ceda Elementary 
School and great-granddaughter of 
Celum Young, who was taken to the 
Tulalip Indian School around age 5
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Teen dies in apparent drowning in Lake Stevens

By Ellen Dennis
Herald Writer

LAKE STEVENS — A 13-year-old 
boy died in an apparent drowning 
Sunday evening in Lake Stevens, 
while two other children remained 
in critical condition after being 
rescued from the water.

Temperatures peaked around 
89 degrees Sunday at the lake, and 
around 100 people were spending 
the evening at Davies Beach on the 
southwest shore.

Snohomish Regional Fire and 
Rescue received the emergency 
call at 5:43 p.m. People had already 
pulled two kids — a boy, 12, and a 
girl, 15 — from the water.

Rescue divers recovered the 
third child in about 10 feet of water 
in the beach’s marked swimming 
area, Snohomish County Regional 
Fire and Rescue spokesperson 
Peter Mongillo said.

Emergenc y responders 

performed CPR on the three chil-
dren, who were taken to Provi-
dence Regional Medical Center 
Everett. The 13-year-old was 
pronounced dead, Mongillo said. 
The other two children were still in 
critical condition Monday.

None of the three swimmers 
wore a life jacket.

Mongillo urged parents to be 
present and active when children 
are swimming in places without a 
lifeguard on duty, such as Davies 
Beach. The beach has a sign to 
warn people there is no lifeguard, 
Mongillo said.

“If you are bringing kids to a park 

on a lake or a river, and if they’re 
going swimming, you have to be 
the eyes and ears for them when 
they are out in the water,” he said.

There is a life jacket loaner locker 
at the beach, Mongillo said.

“I can’t think of a time fire crews 
have rescued a child from 10 feet 
of water who was wearing a life 
jacket,” Mongillo said.

The Lake Stevens Police Depart-
ment was investigating details of 
what led up to the incident.

The identity of the deceased 
child had not been made public 
as of Monday evening.

Among children 14 and younger, 

drowning is the second-most 
common cause of “unintentional 
injury-related death,” the Snohom-
ish County Sheriff ’s Office has 
noted. The recent patch of sun 
has brought with it water rescues 
for local authorities. On Monday, 
another was reported in Monroe. 
Over the weekend, recreators 
were reported in distress in waters 
in Mukilteo, Snohomish and 
Edmonds.

Even when the weather is hot, 
Puget Sound and other local 
bodies of water can be deceptively 

Two children 
hospitalized in 
critical condition

See DROWNING, Page A2

TULALIP — In Lushootseed, an “s” with 
a squiggle above it is called a caron. It’s 
pronounced “sh,” like shore or shout.

Pišpiš means “cat.” It’s one of the first words Kaiser Moses learned with 
his Montessori classmates on the old wooden floor of the Tulalip Dining 
Hall. The refurbished early 20th century building sits above the rocky 
shore of Tulalip Bay. Outside the window, saltwater waves lap against 
concrete rubble.

Years later, Moses learned those 
are the ruins of a jail.

“And that’s where they used to 
put kids who spoke Lushootseed 
instead of English,” said Moses, 19.

The graffiti-covered ruins 
and the renovated dining hall 
are among the few physical reminders of the Tulalip Indian School. 
For seven decades, the federal government funded or ran a board-
ing school here. It was one of hundreds of institutions where children 
were torn from their parents and forced to give up traditional ways of 
life: their language, their family songs, their Native dress and anything 
considered “Indian.”

Editor’s note: This is the third in a series of three stories about the history and lingering trauma of the  
federal Tulalip Indian School, as well as other regional boarding schools attended by Tulalip children.

Government-sanctioned boarding schools scarred Indigenous children for life.  
In turn, their children and grandchildren have suffered inherited trauma. But those harmed by the  

Tulalip Indian School, a cornerstone of the Tulalip Reservation since its inception, have begun to heal.

By Isabella Breda
Herald Writer

After decades of outlawed culture, a Tulalip revival

OLIVIA VANNI / THE HERALD
Young girls watch as a canoe carrying an enormous king salmon makes its way to shore June 11 in Tulalip.

‘KEEP YOUR  ‘KEEP YOUR  
INDIAN ALIVE’

See TULALIP, Page A10

Find all three parts of this series, a timeline and more about the 
Tulalip Indian School at HeraldNet.com/Native-Boarding-Schools/>>

INSIDE  
“We were always hungry”:  
Matthew War Bonnet Jr., 76,  
lives with boarding school trauma

edhn220628_a01.pdf   1 28-Jun-22   03:01:27

I just wanted to take a moment to  
thank you for your thorough and 
thoughtful work on the Tulalip 
Indian School Series - wow, amazing 
journalism. As a resident of this area for the last 
55 years and an educator for 40 years, it 
touched me deeply.

- Kris M.

In order for 
community 
healing to happen 
and divisions to 
be bridged, 
we have to 
lament.

- Ron F.

“ “
6



At the dump, he is just one of the 
guys in an orange hat

Joel Christensen, 24, who is blind and nearly 
deaf from a rare genetic disorder, was featured in 
the Herald in August. The story about Joel’s love 
for throwing trash in the pit at the Airport Road 
Recycling & Transfer Station, where he was made 
an honorary member of the team, connected with 
many readers.

Why does a 
curb keep cars  
away from the 
bus stop in  
Lake Stevens?

Sometimes, Herald 
reporters can make a difference for our community 
by simply responding to questions. When Gary 
asked about a divider on 20th Street SE that stops 
drivers from using the eastbound lane’s shoulder, 
he got an answer in a Street Smarts column, which 
regularly addresses transportation improvements 
and headaches.

Thank you so 
much for your 
prompt attention 
and very thorough 
analysis (as always!). 
My wife and I drive 
past that curb median 
frequently and I ask 
out loud every time, 
“What IS that thing?!” 
I really appreciate you 
taking time to answer 
that nagging question 
for us . . .  you really 
made my day!

- Gary S.

“

”

Your article on 
Joel Christensen 
made my day! 
What a beautiful, 
heartwarming 
story. With all the 
craziness in this 
world, it’s so nice 
to read something 
like this.

- Natalie G.

“

”
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Budget cuts await students this week

By Mallory Gruben
Herald Writer

MARYSVILLE — When Marys-
ville students return to class this 
week, they will see larger class sizes 
and fees for sports and technology.

The changes are a consequence 

of nearly $13.5 million of cuts the 
school district made to balance its 
budget in the wake of two failed 
attempts to renew a four-year 
education programs and opera-
tions levy. The school board on 
Monday approved a $184.9 million 
budget for the 2022-23 school 
year, with spending reductions in 
almost every category, said David 
Cram, finance director.

“This budget has a lot of sacri-
fices in it from families, students, 
community and our employees,” 
Cram said. “Everyone is making 
some sacrifices because of this 

levy.”
The biggest changes come from 

staffing, because more than 80% of 
the district’s budget funds salaries 
and benefits. This year’s budget 
includes 45 fewer full-time equiv-
alent positions than the 2021-22 
school year.

Of those, 20 are certificated 
roles, or jobs like teachers, prin-
cipals and other administrators. 
Another 25 are classified roles, 
like classroom aides, secretaries 
and groundskeepers.

Cram noted the reductions are 
not a perfect one-to-one for staff 

headcount, because not all of the 
positions cut were full-time. That 
tends to be the case with classified 
jobs, where one full-time equiva-
lent reduction might consist of 
two or three part-time employees, 
Cram said.

In general, fewer staff means 
larger class sizes. Cram estimated 
students in kindergarten through 
third grade will see classes grow 
from about 17 students to about 20. 
Fourth- and fifth-graders will have 
about 26 classmates, as opposed to 
24.

Middle and high school students 

may also see class sizes increase. 
However, most of the classroom 
staffing reductions happened at 
the elementary level.

Decades of education research 
has shown that students perform 
better in smaller class sizes. One 
of the most prominent studies of 
class size found that kindergar-
ten students in classes with 13 to 
18 students had better test scores, 
fewer discipline referrals and 
higher grades than their peers 
who were in classes with 22 to 28 

In Marysville, students will 
see bigger class sizes and 
fewer staff, the consequence 
of two levy failures, when 
they return to class.

See CUTS, Page A2

Wright 
quits to 
go to 
work for 
Somers 

LYNNWOOD — Snohomish 
County Councilmember Stepha-
nie Wright announced Monday 
she is resigning to join the admin-
istration of County Executive Dave 
Somers as a senior policy advisor.

Wright, a Lynnwood Demo-
crat and council 
member since 
2010, will begin 
Tu e s d ay  a s 
Somers’ execu-
tive policy offi-
cer tasked with 
advancing the 
county’s legis-
lative priorities 
and working 
with leaders of 
local governments and regional 
agencies on transportation, plan-
ning, environmental and other 
issues.

Somers offered Wright the job 
about a week ago. This is the third 
time Somers has hired a sitting 
County Council member onto his 
staff.

“I’m excited to take on this new 
role with Snohomish County. We 
have many challenges ahead of 
us as we work to increase public 
safety, address the affordable 
housing crisis, protect our critical 

She’s the third sitting 
county council member 
to land a top post in Somers’ 
administration. `She was in 
her final term.

By Jerry Cornfield
Herald Writer

Stephanie 
Wright

See WRIGHT, Page A2

At the dump, Joel is just one of 
the guys in an orange hard hat

EVERETT — For most 
people, a trip to the dump 
is a noisy, stinky, unpleas-

ant task.
For Joel Christensen, it’s bliss.
What’s up with that?
Joel, 24, is blind and nearly 

deaf. He was born with Infantile 
Refsum disease, a rare metabolic 
condition affecting his physical 
and neurological development.

His other sensory systems 
come alive on the tipping floor at 
the Snohomish County Airport 
Road Recycling & Transfer 
Station. He feels the vibrations 
of heavy equipment clank-
ing and beeping across the 
immense garbage pit. And the 
smells? They don’t bother him. If 
anything, they excite him.

He’s kind of obsessed with 
trash.

“He loves to throw things in 
the garbage,” said his dad, Craig.

At home, Craig monitors 
the trash cans for money and 
anything else of value Joel 
purloins and tosses. Joel also 
keeps a stash in his pocket, for 
tactile purposes.

People with the genetic disor-
der lack the enzyme that breaks 
down a fatty acid found in dairy, 
beef and some seafoods, causing 
a toxic buildup. There is no cure, 
but a strict diet helps. Many with 
Infantile Refsum disease don’t 
live to celebrate their 24th birth-
day, as Joel did recently.

The disease causes problems 
with imbalance and coordina-
tion, as well as vision and hear-
ing loss.

“Kids on the playground when  

he was young would get upset 
because he touched them. I’d 
say, ‘He’s just looking at you, he 
doesn’t see,’” Craig said. “He’s 
sociable. He likes people.”

People like him back.
“Societies that value people 

like Joel, that’s a pretty good 
society,” Craig said. “People like 
Joel bring a certain something 
that nobody else does. But at the 
same time if they’re not watched 
over or supported or helped, 
they don’t survive.”

Still, his is a small world. 
There are limited places for Joel. 
He aged out of Everett Public 
Schools programs. He requires 
full-time care.

Joel, the youngest in a family 
of four children, divides his time 
between the homes of his dad 
and his mom, Cindy. He likes 
riding in his grandfather Harold’s 
1996 teal blue Mazda pickup 
truck. One day a few years ago 

he went with his grandpa, a 
retired Cascade High School 
math teacher, to drop a load at 
the transfer station. It was like 

experiencing pure Disneyland 
to Joel, right up there with those 

PHOTOS BY RYAN BERRY / THE HERALD
Joel Christensen, donning a hard hat gifted to him from employees at the Airport Road Recycling & Transfer 
Station in Everett, tosses old newspapers with the guidance of his grandfather, Harold Christensen.

ANDREA BROWN 
WHAT’S UP WITH THAT?

See JOEL, Page A2

Quite the catch: Man hooked bank deposit bags, Stanwood police say

BOTHELL — Fishing line, 
hooks and Tomcat Glue Board 
rodent traps. Those are the tools 
a Blaine man used to steal from 
over a dozen bank deposit boxes 
in Snohomish and Skagit coun-
ties, according to Stanwood police.

Detectives arrested the man 
suspected of moonlighting as a 
quasi-commercial fisherman, 27, 

and booked him into jail for inves-
tigation of 13 counts of second-
degree burglary. Police had been 
investigating at least 25 similar 
cases.

On July 11, a police officer 
responded to reports of a theft 
at the Wells Fargo on 9916 270th 
St. NW, Stanwood. An employee 
reportedly told police she found a 
glue board attached to a fishhook 
inside the bank’s night deposit box, 
along with a thread of fishing line 

inside the box pull-lever. The trap 
was stuck to a deposit bag.

Wells Fargo banks in Ever-
ett, Lynnwood and Marysville 
reported almost identical thefts 
and attempted thefts to police. 
Other banks around north Puget 
Sound reported finding glue traps 
and fishing line in night deposit 
boxes, police wrote.

Banks’ security footage consis-
tently showed the thief was a thin, 
white man with shoulder-length 

brown hair, according to police. 
Sometimes he wore red Converse 
Chuck Taylor-style shoes with a 
flame decal.

The glue trap would sometimes 
stick to bank deposit bags, police 
wrote, and the suspect would pull 
the bags up from the deposit box 
— trying to defeat the built-in secu-
rity features. He was successful “on 
occasion,” a Stanwood detective 
wrote in his report.

Police found in the past seven 

months, more than two dozen 
local banks had reported thefts or 
attempted thefts through “fishing.”

The reports don’t note what 
pound test the thief selected for 
his line, nor its tint.

In at least seven incidents, 
police noted the would-be thief 
apparently used a red fishhook 
— a common choice among bass 
anglers.

Craig Christensen holds a box of newspapers so his son, Joel, can grab 
papers and throw them into the pit at the Airport Road Recycling & 
Transfer Station in Everett.

By Ellen Dennis
Herald Writer

See HOOKED, Page A3
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LAKE STEVENS — A city’s wish 
to build a paved recreational trail 
is in court.

The city of Lake Stevens filed 
two petitions to condemn, or take, 

easements totaling over 21,000 
square feet from two West Lake 
Stevens neighborhoods last week.

Over 70 people residing in 
the Quail Court and Willowood 
neighborhoods are listed as 
respondents.

In a 5-2 vote, Lake Stevens City 

Council approved plans to take 
the easements in March, allowing 
the city to move ahead with plans 
to build the Powerline Trail. When 
complete, the 12-block paved trail 
will connect neighborhoods, play 
areas and a new dog park from 
20th Street SE to Eighth Street SE.

The trail will follow an exist-
ing dirt utility road beneath high-
tension power lines.

Local governments have the 
power to take property necessary 

for a public use under eminent 
domain. But first, for a court to 
determine the condemnation is 
lawful, government officials must 
prove the use is really public, the 
public interest requires it, and the 
property appropriated is neces-
sary for that purpose.

More commonly, eminent 
domain is used by public agencies 
for necessary utility upgrades like 
replacing a power pole, install-
ing a new stormwater system or 

acquiring land to build facilities.
For the city of Lake Stevens, the 

Powerline Trail would address 
some residents’ needs shared in 
a 2019 survey, said Jill Meis, city 
parks planning and development 
coordinator. A majority of survey 
respondents said they believe the 
city needs more pedestrian trails, 
and they want more parks within 
a mile or two of their homes.

Why does a curb keep cars away from bus stop in Lake Stevens?
LAKE STEVENS — Commut-

ers who put their gas pedal 
down to climb the hill of 

20th Street SE in Lake Stevens 
know the Cavalero area is 
growing.

As they crest the incline and 
head east toward 79th Avenue 
SE, the shoulder gets painted 
lines to mark it’s only for emer-
gency parking. Then a concrete 
curb median appears, blocking 
the shoulder for maybe less than 
100 feet before it opens up again 
just before the intersection and a 
Community Transit bus stop.

It’s an odd and sudden change 
approaching the intersection 
where people can turn right into 

Cavalero Hill Community Park. 
Gary Savage of Lake Stevens 
noticed it and finally sought to 
learn the curb’s purpose.

“I’ve been puzzled by a road 
‘divider’ at the southwest corner 
of 20th Street and 79th Avenue 
SE in Lake Stevens,” Savage wrote 
in an email to The Daily Herald. 
“… If the purpose of the exist-
ing arrangement is simply to 
prevent people from parking on 
the shoulder, it seems that the 
traffic department could have 
just painted white diagonal lines 
and posted a ‘No Parking’ sign(s) 

like they did for the stretch of 20th 
Street immediately to the west.”

He’s correct. The curb keeps 
vehicles eastbound on 20th Street 
SE from using that stretch of the 
shoulder.

That was the point when the 
city of Lake Stevens spent a 
$1.8 million state-funded grant 
on road improvements there 
between 2020 and 2021.

Most of that money went to 
adding the westbound HOV and 
transit lane on 20th Street SE.

The remainder paid for crews 
to build the eastbound curb 

median to protect Community 
Transit buses and passengers at 
the stop near 79th Avenue SE, 
Lake Stevens City Administrator 
Gene Brazel said.

“It keeps people from park-
ing there and certainly provides 
protection for the bus when 
they’re picking people up,” Brazel 
said.

Community Transit spokes-
person Monica Spain said there 
weren’t issues at that bus stop 
before the curb was installed. But 

Eminent domain used for new Powerline Trail
Lake Stevens is taking residents to court over 
easements totaling more than 21,000 square feet in two 
neighborhoods.

By Isabella Breda
Herald Writer

See TRAIL, Page A10

BEN WATANABE
STREET SMARTS

See SMARTS, Page A5

‘Happy tears,’ and 
celebration after 

cancer battle

BOTHELL — Some people will 
never have the chance to ride in a 
fire truck or steal second base at 
Seattle’s T-Mobile Park.

But 7-year-old Peyton Vandan-
acker isn’t one of them.

On Saturday, under a shower of 
streamers and confetti, Vandan-
acker rang a ceremonial bell 
to commemorate her biggest 
accomplishment yet: beating 
cancer.

She thanked everyone who 
supported her when she was 
“feeling icky,” especially her 
brother Jaxson and her sister 
Hailey. The three are triplets.

“They always kept me happy,” 
Peyton Vandanacker said during 
an interview in her grandparents’ 
backyard in Bothell. “One time, 
when I had a bellyache, Jaxson 
made me laugh. He was acting 
funny.”

More than two years after being 
diagnosed with leukemia, Peyton 
Vandanacker finished her treat-
ment on April 15 — the same 
day, it just so happens, as the 
Mariners’ first home game of the 
season.

Thanks to the baseball team, 
she got to run through the tunnel 
and onto the field, along with the 
Mariner Moose.

Her uncle is a firefighter, and 
she has always loved watching 
firetrucks rush to help others. So 
during Saturday’s celebration, 
local firefighters took her for a 
ride.

Snohomish Regional Fire and 
Rescue presented her with a 
patch and badge, making her an 

“honorary firefighter.”
“Peyton, you have been 

through such a battle. You’re such 
a fighter,” said Peter Mongillo, a 
spokesman for the fire agency. 

“We look up to you.”
Friends and family applauded 

her, wearing t-shirts that said 
with the hashtag “PeytonStrong.” 
There were pompoms, wigs, and 

scrunchies, too, all in purple. It has 
been her favorite color since she 
was born. Her parents used the 
color to distinguish her from her 
identical sister, who wore pink.

Guests jingled tiny brass bells 
in her honor. The family offered 
tissues, marked for use in case of 

Peyton Vandanacker, 7, thanked her siblings for helping her 
through chemotherapy. Firefighters came out to celebrate, too.

By Rachel Riley
Herald Writer

PHOTOS BY OLIVIA VANNI / THE HERALD 
Peyton Vandanacker, 7, rings her bell Saturday surrounded by her family in celebration of the end of her chemotherapy treatment for an aggressive type 
of leukemia. Top, Vandanacker waves from a fire truck to friends and family gathered at her home in Bothell.

See HAPPY, Page A10
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You shared and we listened

Listening survey

More than 1,000 individuals responded to the 
Herald’s “Listening Survey” in July 2022. Our 
biggest takeaway was this: You care about 
the local news that’s reported in the Herald 
because you care about our community. The 
valuable information you provided helped 
shape our education and health reporting 
initiatives.

Community conversations

More than 40 individuals registered for three 
online community conversations about local 
journalism that the Herald hosted from August 
through October 2022. Executive Editor Phil 
O’Connor shared what we heard through 
the Listening Survey and asked for feedback 
about the Herald’s role in our community. 

Behind the News Stories

The Herald hosted a special event in 
November 2022 that gave our guests an 
inside look at the community voices who 
shared their stories and the reporters and 
editors who told those stories with care. The 
night ended with a lively question-and-answer 
session with the audience.

Throughout 2022, The Daily Herald 
invited feedback from our readers, 
subscribers, community members and 
leaders in a variety of ways. Your input 
helped us focus our resources on the 
local news and information that’s most 
important to you.

I think the Herald does 
a good job covering 
Snohomish County’s 
concerns given their 
dwindling resources. 
If these topics weren’t 
covered by a local 
source, it wouldn’t 
be covered at all.

“

It’s not our stories 
as journalists. It’s 
the community’s 
story. It’s the person’s 
story. This is a real 
privilege for us to 
be able to tell other 
people’s stories.

“
- Caleb Hutton,  

Herald local news editor

Understanding what’s important to 
our community starts with you

- Listening Survey respondent
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Community support helps us do more

Trusted, local journalism is essential for a 
healthy democracy and a thriving community. 

Studies show a loss in local news leads to declines in civic 
engagement, voting rates and contested elected races and 
increases polarization and government costs as a result of 
less scrutiny. Each dollar spent on local news, however, brings 
hundreds in public benefits to communities.* 

That’s why fact-based newsrooms across the country have 
turned to their communities to support the local journalism that 
benefits the greater good. At the Daily Herald, we’ve established 
community-funded journalism initiatives that enable individuals, 
businesses, organizations and foundations to support trusted 
local news.

These four journalism funds help the Herald do more reporting 
for you:

•	 Investigative Journalism
•	 Environmental and Climate Change Reporting
•	 Education Project
•	 Health Reporting Initiative

Learn about the challenges facing local newspapers at 
heraldnet.com/local-news-impact.

The Daily Herald maintains editorial control over content produced with fund resources.

“

*Democracy’s Detectives: The Economics of Investigative Journalism, a book by economist James T. Hamilton

- Britt S.

I believe in the 
power of local 
newspapers 
to hold power 
accountable 
and support 
our democracy. 
We need that 
now more 
than ever. 
Everett is a 
wonderful 
community 
and we’re 
fortunate 
to have 
The Daily 
Herald. Our 
donation to the 
Investigative 
Journalism 
Fund is a 
small part 
my husband 
and I can play 
to support a 
transparent 
and 
more just 
society.

9
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SEATTLE — He was a doctor 
by training and a gregarious 
outdoorsman by nature.

When his four kids were young, 
Dr. Barry Dunphy was the kind 
of father who would pack them 
into his Volkswagen Beetle, pick a 
remote dirt road and drive, just to 

see where it went.
But when his corporate job at 

the Boeing Co. became a source 
of turbulence, a darkroom he 
built in the garage of their north-
east Seattle home became his 
sanctuary, family members 
recalled in interviews. He’d 
retreat there after work to spend 
his nights tinkering and study-
ing everything from slug anatomy 

to Abraham Lincoln’s political 
aptitude.

His family only knew so much, 
then, about the defeat that drove 
him into isolation.

Now, decades after his medi-
cal career ended and nearly two 
years after his death, Dunphy’s 
adult children have come to 
understand more about his 
reasons for withdrawing — and 

his long-ignored warning to 
Boeing leadership.

On Nov. 13, The Daily Herald 
published an investigative report 
centered on Dunphy’s early 
reports to Boeing leadership that 
thousands of employees at Puget 
Sound region plants were at risk 
of “serious illness — including 
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Boeing knew of ‘elevated’ miscarriage 
rate in ’80s, but followup fizzled

Editor’s note: This is part of 
ongoing coverage examining the 
dangers of chemical exposure 
to Boeing workers in the Puget 
Sound region, including the Ever-
ett plant. According to records 
obtained exclusively by The Daily 
Herald, the aerospace company 
has attempted to study the toxicity 
of chemicals used in its factories 
— and their potential to impact 
worker health — with mixed 
results.

AUBURN — After a series of 
miscarriages among her pregnant 
colleagues in 1985, a shop stew-
ard in Plastics Fabrication was the 
first to ask the troubling question.

Women in building 17.05 of the 
Boeing Company’s Auburn plant 
began to wonder if the chemicals 
they used were to blame. Their 
concerns triggered a company 
study.

But the answer was neither 
simple nor definitive.

In short, Boeing’s health 
and safety experts found what 
appeared to be an “elevated” rate 
of miscarriages: 11 of 41 pregnan-
cies among the cohort of study 
participants, or about 27 percent 
of cases, according to a health 
survey. The normal rate was more 
like 10 to 20 percent, according to 
studies cited by Boeing.

Further analysis found the 
worker sample size was too 
small to “conclude with certainty 
whether or not the overall rate of 
miscarriage in the Auburn Plas-
tic Bench Mechanics is higher 

than the overall rate of miscar-
riage in the general population.” 
A corporate memo reported that 
“no single agent can be identi-
fied as a cause of miscarriage in 
this study,” but pointed to a few 
chemical products that were 
“implicated by this study as being 
associated with miscarriage,” 
records show.

The Environmental Protection 
Agency reviewed the results of 
the miscarriage study and opined 
that it warranted further research. 
However, according to deposi-
tions of Boeing officials this year, 
that follow-up never happened.

The internal documents were 
among hundreds of pages of 
historical company records 
discussed in the depositions, 
taken in a series of lawsuits claim-
ing Boeing factory employees 
sustained reproductive harm 
from chemicals they handled on 
the job. The exposure resulted in 
“catastrophic” birth defects in the 
workers’ children, born between 
1980 and 2014, the lawsuits 
allege. The families’ attorneys 
suspect there are many more 
people who suffer from lifelong 
health problems or genetic disor-
ders because of the toxins their 

parents worked at Boeing manu-
facturing facilities during the past 
four decades.

Over the years, Boeing has 
tried to analyze the health reper-
cussions of industrial poisons 
routinely used by its workforce, 
the records show. Yet some of 
these efforts fizzled before reach-
ing any firm conclusions.

Company epidemiologists 
spent years building the founda-
tion for a database to find links 
between specific chemicals 
employees used and workers’ 
health ailments, according to 
the testimony of Dr. J. Michael 

Muhm, manager of epidemiology 
for Boeing from 1987 to 1992.

But as Muhm explained in a 
June 7 deposition, “it was very, 
very difficult to link the chemicals 
with which employees worked to 
the employees.”

“It was not something that was 
reasonably done on a corporate-
wide — or on a company basis,” 
said Muhm, who worked for 
Boeing until he retired in 2010. 
“… I think this was an intent, 
but I don’t believe we were 
ever successful at creating this 

‘Posthumous vindication’ for 
embattled Boeing doctor’s family

Company doctors 
found it “difficult” to 
link chemicals to worker 
ailments. A thorough study 
would’ve been “inviting 
liability,” an attorney said.

By Rachel Riley
Herald Writer

OLIVIA VANNI / THE HERALD 
Traffic moves along Highway 526 in front of Boeing’s Everett production facility on Nov. 28. 

By Rachel Riley
Herald Writer

See BOEING, Page A8

See FAMILY, Page A8

Twitter: @EverettHerald

Investigative Journalism Fund
Investigative journalism is one of the 
most time-intensive and expensive types 
of reporting. It holds those in power 
accountable, validates those who often 
feel invisible, and seeks to right wrongs. 

In 2022, the Investigative Journalism 
Fund supported the work of a full-
time investigative reporter and some 

investigative editing by the news team. 
As a result, the Herald published 26 
additional investigations throughout the 
year, ranging from troubles at Stevens 
Pass ski resort to toxic workplace claims 
at the Alderwood Water and Wastewater 
District to how an outspoken Snohomish 
vigilante became a deputy.

A friend of mine from Everett just sent 
me the last story on the Boeing VS 
chemicals. I am one of those 
people, victims.

“
- Former Boeing employee

Chemical exposure 

In November 2022, The 
Daily Herald began a 
series of stories examining 
the dangers of chemical 
exposure to Boeing workers 
in the Puget Sound region, 
including the Everett plant. 
According to records 
obtained exclusively by 
the Herald, the aerospace 
company has attempted 
to study the toxicity of 
chemicals used in its 
factories — and their 
potential to impact worker 
health — with mixed results.

The Investigative Journalism Fund is a partnership between the Herald and Journalism Funding Partners, tax ID #84-2968843, a 
501(C)(3) nonprofit organization.

By Rachel Riley
Herald Writer

Most rarely take note of the 
subtle “lub-dub” in their 
chest. A steady drum, 

rising and falling with emotions.
But Marie Riley always 

considered her heart’s rhythm 
more than just lifelong back-
ground noise. For as long as she 
can remember, a beat out of 
sync has been something to fear.

Riley has a set of four heart 
defects, known collectively 
as Tetralogy of Fallot. Her 
diagnosis marked the begin-
ning of her life — and the first 
chapter in a history of cardiac 
complications.

“I never knew anything differ-
ent,” said Riley, 42, who lives 
in rural King County. “I had a 
heart defect, and that’s what I 
was born with. I don’t think I 
ever really asked why.”

Riley is one of three plain-
tiffs in a set of lawsuits against 
Boeing, alleging their birth 
defects are the result of chemi-
cals their parents handled while 
working at factories in the Puget 
Sound region.

When she was in the womb, 
her mother manufactured 
circuit boards at the compa-
ny’s Electronics Manufacturing 
Facility, which was once located 
on the east side of Boeing Field 
but has since been demolished.

Riley recalled first consider-
ing the cause of her condition 
six years ago, when her mother 
heard a radio ad from a law firm 
seeking workers in the aero-
space and electronic industries 
who had children with birth 
defects. She and other plaintiffs 
are represented by Waters Kraus 
& Paul, which specializes in 
birth defect litigation.

Riley shared her story with 
The Daily Herald in July.

Editor’s note:
 

This is part of ongoing coverage 
examining the dangers of 
chemical exposure to Boeing 
workers in the Puget Sound 
region, including the Everett 
plant. According to records 
obtained exclusively by The Daily 
Herald, the aerospace company 
knew for decades — since at least 
1980 — that toxins used in its 
factories posed risks not just to 
employees, but to their unborn 
children, too.

By Rachel Riley
Herald Writer

EVERETT — 
On March 
18, 1980, one 
of Boeing’s 

top doctors made 
“a rather disastrous 
attempt” to alert 
company leadership 
to a problem that 
could be fatal.

“During the ‘routine and usual’ 
course of their employment,” tens 
of thousands of Boeing work-
ers in the Puget Sound region 
were being exposed to “probably 
hazardous” and “certainly uncon-
trolled” amounts of toxic chemi-
cal mixtures, Dr. Barry Dunphy 
warned in a presentation to the 
company’s president.

Dunphy scrawled in hand-
written slides, using a series of 
ellipses and line breaks:

“This ……
“….. was not known to be true 

in previous decades.

“….. is presently occurring with-
out anyone’s real knowledge or 
consent.

“….. may result in future 
‘outbreaks’ of serious illness — 
including sterility, fetal abnor-
malities, stillbirth, life-long 
chronic illness, cancer and 
death.”

As Boeing’s occupational 
health manager, Dunphy recom-
mended protecting employees 
with uniform chemical label-
ing, medical monitoring, special 
training and other measures. 

This could be done, he advised, 
by building a stronger “indus-
trial hygiene” program within 
Boeing’s medical department.

His pitch failed.
The doctor later noted, in a tone 

of defeat, that Boeing President 
Malcolm Stamper “did not appear 
at all sympathetic or indeed faintly 
happy” about having “this orga-
nizational problem brought to his 
attention.” Dunphy’s notes and 
slides are among scores of internal 
company documents, now the 
subject of depositions, in a series 

of lawsuits that claim his fears 
came true.

Three families allege Boeing 
failed to protect its employees 
from industrial poisons when 
parents worked in its factories, 
leading to the birth defects in 
their children.

For Marie Riley, now 42, a life-
long heart condition.

For Tianna Hatleberg, now 28, 
a neurological disorder resulting 
from a missing part of the brain.

For Natalie Ford, now 8, a 
debilitating genetic disorder.

The cases span 40 years, involv-
ing two fathers employed at the 
Boeing Everett plant and one 
mother employed at a Seattle-
area factory that has since been 
shuttered.

Revelations in the cases offer 
a window into forewarnings that 
echoed for decades at the high-
est echelons of one of the world’s 
largest aerospace companies — 
and chemical dangers still pres-
ent at the Everett plant today.
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Monroe’s season ends with 49-16 loss at state football playoffs,  A11   |   Sheriff’s deputies to see 19.5% pay raise under new contract,  B1

Secret files reveal Boeing doctor  
warned of toxic risks, birth defects

In 1980, a doctor wrote that factory chemicals would cause “life-long chronic illness, cancer and death.” Lawsuits claim his worst fears came true.

OLIVIA VANNI / HERALD FILE
Boeing workers walk to and from their cars during a shift change on Oct. 1, 2020, in Everett.

Born with heart defect, worker’s 
child points to factory chemicals

Six years ago, Marie Riley heard about a law firm seeking aerospace workers whose children suffered birth defects — like her.

RYAN BERRY / THE HERALD
Marie Riley, 42, sits in her dining room with a cup of tea Oct. 25 at her 
family’s home in North Bend. 

See BOEING, Page A3

See RILEY, Page A2

Editor’s note: 
Late last month, the Boeing Co. and Marie Riley reached terms of an out-
of-court settlement for an undisclosed amount, according to a motion 
filed in King County Superior Court on Nov. 7. Two other lawsuits, filed 
by children of mechanics at Boeing’s Everett plant, are still pending.
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Environmental and Climate Change 
Reporting Fund
This ambitious initiative sheds light on 
how climate change impacts Snohomish 
County’s environment, economy, and 
health and what our community is doing 
about it.

In 2022, the Environmental and Climate 
Change Reporting Fund continued to 

grow while supporting the work of a 
freelance writer. As a result, the Herald 
published eight additional local news 
stories about climate change, ranging 
from how consumers can cash in on 
a federal climate bill to the state’s new 
clean fuel standard to a push away from 
natural gas. 

It is heartening to read about local 
companies’ innovations to combat climate 
change. So much of the news on the subject 
is depressing and downright frightening. 
I think hopeful news like this 
encourages people to take their 
own steps to decarbonize 
instead of just giving up.

“

An economic game changer

Despite dire downsides, human-caused climate change is 
giving a boost to the local economy in Snohomish County. 
In March 2022, the Herald reported how legacy industries 
are evolving and entrepreneurs are launching new energy 
industries to steer us away from carbon-emitting fossil fuels.

The Environmental and Climate Change Reporting Fund is a partnership between the Herald and Journalism Funding Partners, tax 
ID #84-2968843, a 501(C)(3) nonprofit organization.

EVERETT — When the Snohom-
ish County Sheriff’s Office hired 
Calvin Walker as a probationary 
deputy in April 2021, his background 
check missed red flags, top adminis-
trators have concluded.

The deputy who conducted the 
check — his first one — learned 
Walker was among the armed 
vigilantes who lined First Street in 
Snohomish a year earlier in a self-
proclaimed bid to “defend” the 
downtown from a rumored far-
left riot, according to documents 
obtained by The Daily Herald this 
month in a public records request.

That information alone wasn’t 
disqualifying for a job at the Sher-
iff’s Office.

There were other signs online that 
suggested Walker, 23, of Marysville, 
had poor judgment — and allega-
tions that he had ties to the violent 
hate group the Proud Boys.

He remained on the Sheriff’s 
Office payroll until late January, 
according to documents the agency 
provided to The Herald.

The Sheriff’s Office launched an 
internal investigation into Walker’s 
background last October, when 
public concern flared over a photo 
of Walker and Sheriff Adam Fortney, 
posted to the agency’s Facebook 
page to congratulate Walker on his 

graduation from the law enforce-
ment training academy.

People identified Walker in 
another photograph, circulating 
on social media, that showed him 
and two other men sporting tacti-
cal gear and assault rifles on First 
Street on May 31, 2020. The alleged 
looting threats, purported to be from 
“antifa,” never materialized, and the 
situation fizzled.

Facebook users labeled Walker a 
racist and accused him of belong-
ing to the violent hate group the 
Proud Boys, citing a patch on his vest 
depicting the 13-star “Betsy Ross” 
flag. The flag, a symbol from colo-
nial U.S. history with many mean-
ings, has drawn scrutiny in recent 

years because it has been used by 
white nationalist groups to glorify a 
time when slavery was legal.

Though other high-ranking 

officials at the agency recom-
mended Walker be terminated, the 
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SOUNDERS  
EDGE GALAXY FOR 

FIRST MLS WIN
Xavier Arreaga’s header in  

the 72nd minute lifts Seattle  
to 3-2 victory, A9

How an outspoken Snohomish vigilante became a 
Snohomish County deputy — then was fired

The Snohomish County 
Sheriff’s Office launched 
an investigation into 
the background of 
Calvin Walker, a new 
hire, after a sergeant 
expressed concern 
about a comment on 
this photo posted to 
Walker’s Facebook 
page in August 2020. A 
friend asked whether 
the image, showing 
Walker in cowboy boots 
and an American flag 
t-shirt, was “racist or 
misogynistic.” Walker 
responded, “it’s 
honestly a lot of both.” 
Walker was fired from 
the Sheriff’s Office in 
January as a result of 
the investigation.

PHOTO VIA SNOHOMISH COUNTY  
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Red flags missed
By Rachel Riley

Herald Writer

See WALKER, Page A4

An economic game changer for county

Fires. Floods. Heat waves. Jobs?
Despite dire downsides, human-

caused climate change is giving the 
local economy a boost. It could 
become a boom.

Legacy industries such as wood 
products and transportation 
are evolving. Electric aviation is 
poised for takeoff. Entrepreneurs 
are launching new energy indus-
tries to steer us away from carbon-
emitting fossil fuels. They aim to do 
well while doing good.

Why choose Snohomish 
County?

“There’s good commercial 
space. Snohomish County in 
general is very business friendly. 
And it’s easy to get employees to 
move here,” said Rick Luebbe, 
CEO of Group14 Technologies. 
“Back when we had five employ-
ees, four of them lived in Snohom-
ish County.”

Group14 produces materials 
for batteries that the company 
contends will revolutionize 
performance in everything from 
tiny medical devices to airplanes. 
Its goal is “the electrification of 
everything.”

“Our objective is to be in 
anything you have that has a 
battery,” Luebbe said. “I’m most 
excited about electric vehicles … 
with radically extended range and 
charging as fast as filling the tank.”

The company gets its name 

from the 14th column of the peri-
odic table, which is topped by two 
elements it relies on: carbon and 
silicon. Luebbe expects to have 
100 employees by the end of the 
summer. Its headquarters is an 
industrial building down the road 

from the Maltby Cafe in the south-
eastern part of the county. It plans 
to build a much larger plant in 
Moses Lake, with 100 times the 
capacity.

Concern about climate change 
is “a core motivation for everything 

we do,” Luebbe said. He was 
founder and CEO of an informa-
tion technology services company 
when he decided, “If I’m going to 
invest this much energy into a 
startup, it has to be something I 
feel good about. I was getting into 

renewable energy before they 
coined the term ‘clean tech.’ It just 
felt right being part of that.”

His career shift ultimately led to 
the launch of Group14 in 2015.

CLIMATE CHANGE

By Julie Titone
Special to The Herald

Batteries, nuclear power 
and electric planes are 
just a few of the industries 
that have come online here.

KEVIN CLARK / THE HERALD
The Group14 Technologies factory floor in Woodinville, 

See CLIMATE, Page A6

I donated to the 
Environmental 
& Climate 
Change 
Reporting 
Fund because an 
informed citizenry 
is key to changing 
perhaps the most 
critical issue of 
our time.

“

- Julie L. - Mark R.
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EVERETT — Loaded up with 
overnight packs, 16 south Ever-
ett teenagers strolled down a 
dock at the Port of Everett into 
the shadow of The Adventuress, 
a tall ship more than 10 times 
their age.

While the group huddled 
on the starboard side of the 
133-foot-long ship, first mate 
Gaia Wilson posed questions to 
the crowd.

“How many of you have been 
on a boat before?” she asked. A 
few hands shot up.

“But not like this,” one 
chimed, eyes wide.

The teens climbed aboard 
one by one Tuesday, creating 
“fire lines” to pass their baggage 
from one person to the next and 
stowing it in their cabins – boys 
near the stern, girls near the 
bow.

By Friday, after a trip looping 
through Deception Pass, Port 
Townsend and Port Ludlow, 

MUKILTEO — Come for the 
kimchee and stay for the kinship.

Jason Moon is inviting the town 
and beyond to Korean American 

Appreciation Day on Saturday at 
Kamiak High School.

The gathering has been a goal for 
Moon, 40, since he was appointed 
to the Mukilteo City Council in 
early 2022.

“Mukilteo has one of the largest 

Korean populations in Washing-
ton state at 8.2%,” Moon said. “A 
majority aren’t very active in the 
community. This is to introduce 
them to the community and give 
them a little nudge to be involved 
and at the same time bring others 
to learn about Korean culture.”

Restaurants are donating Korean 
favorites such as bulgogi and 
kimchee. There will be taekwondo 

demonstrations, traditional 
Korean dance and hip hop. Speak-
ers include Mukilteo Mayor Joe 
Marine and the city’s police chief, 
Cheol Kang.

The date was chosen in honor of 
Korean Independence Day, a cele-
brated holiday on Aug. 15 in Korea.

Saturday’s event will be inside 
the main entrance at Kamiak. 
Student volunteers are assisting.

The event is the first for the 
newly formed Mukilteo Korean 
Community Association.

“A few really passionate 80-year-
old men approached me. They 
were like, ‘We are so proud of you. 
We are so glad there is someone 
out there to be our voice,’” Moon 
said.

LYNNWOOD — Jennifer Bere-
skin spent most of her childhood 
couch-surfing, in and out of shel-
ters and affordable 
housing. She recalls 
writing more state-
ments for police 
reports than academic 
essays.

An assistant prin-
cipal at Meadow-
dale High School 
told her she had one 
of the longest lists of 
excused absences of 
any student, Bere-
skin recalled. She dropped out 
as a sophomore in 2002 with an 
F-laden transcript.

Bereskin was pregnant when she 
became her sister’s foster parent. 
But even as a young mother, shelter 

in south Snohomish County was 
hard to come by and the system 
was hard to navigate.

“I went to the YWCA in 
Lynnwood,” Bereskin said. “And 
I went there every week. I would 

go in there and check 
and see if they had any 
spots. They had no 
spots at the shelter.”

The Lynnwood 
City Council agreed 
to accept $250,000 
in American Rescue 
Plan Act funds from 
Snohomish County 
for a one-year “rapid 
rehousing” program 
through Volunteers of 

America, so other families have an 
easier path than Bereskin did. The 
city will provide another $250,000 
from its ARPA funds.
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Fine and 
dandy

‘Emily the 
Criminal’
Aubrey Plaza  

is stellar in  
so-so crime 
thriller,  B21

Hours after a thrilling 13-inning win, the Mariners come  
from behind to best the Yankees once again,  A8
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Jennifer Bereskin 
grew up couch-
surfing in south 

Snohomish County. 
A new program 

seeks to create an 
easier path for this 

generation.

By Isabella Breda
Herald Writer

KEVIN CLARK / THE HERALD
Jennifer Bereskin poses for a photo Tuesday. She is a housing advocate who 
was previously homeless in south Snohomish County.

I think 
it’s a step in the 
right direction. 
But I would 
have loved to 
have seen that 
rapid rehousing 
program prior 
to the expansion 
of the jail.”

— Jennifer Bereskin
a south Snohomish  

County resident and  
a housing advocate

Lynnwood to explore ‘rapid rehousing’

See HOUSING, Page A6

“

City Councilmember Jason Moon organized the 
Saturday event to connect people of all cultures.

By Andrea Brown
Herald Writer

Free food, fun at Korean American Appreciation Day in Mukilteo

See KOREAN, Page A7

Casino Road teens set sail aboard tall ship
The Everett at Sea 
program offers outdoor, 
on-the-water lessons that 
“underserved youth” might 
not get otherwise.

KEVIN CLARK / THE HERALD
Members of Casino Connect line up to stow luggage Tuesday morning aboard the Adventuress in Everett. The teens are setting out on a four-day sailing 
trip during which they will learn about maritime skills and environmental science.

By Mallory Gruben
Herald Writer

See AT SEA, Page A7

Education Project Fund
This journalism initiative covers the 
challenges and successes of K-12 
education in Snohomish County and 
digs into the issues that are important 
for you to know. 

In 2022, the fund for the Education 
Project received support from our 
community and Report for America, a 

national service program that helps local 
newsrooms report on under-covered 
issues. As a result, the Herald covered 
more than 50 additional education 
stories ranging from school district and 
school board decisions to extraordinary 
educators to the pandemic’s indelible 
mark on high school grads.

The Education Project was a partnership between the Herald and Report for America, an initiative of The Ground Truth Project, tax 
ID #46-0908502, a 501(C)(3) nonprofit organization.

Special educational 
programs for local 
youth

In August, the Herald 
reported on the Everett at 
Sea program, which offers 
outdoor, on-the-water 
lessons that underserved 
youth might not get 
otherwise. That story led us 
to Pathfinder Manufacturing 
in Everett, which trains 
dozens of at-risk high 
school students to make 
airplane parts on the way to 
a career.

DRAFTKINGS
SPORTSBOOK
NOW OPEN
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KEVIN CLARK / THE HERALD
Analisa Paterno of Marysville Getchell High School (left) shares a laugh 
with Nathan Harms at Pathfinder Manufacturing in Everett on Sept. 23. 

Sky’s the limit
Snohomish County teens help build parts for Boeing

By Mallory Gruben
Herald Writer

EVERETT — On a late Septem-
ber day during his work rotations 
with Pathfinder Manufactur-
ing, student Jacob Faulkner slid a 
paper-thin piece of metal under a 
rivet on an airplane blowout panel 
to check for gaps.

Blowout panels relieve extra 
pressure when compression 
changes, so the body of the 

airplane doesn’t get damaged, the 
18-year-old Legacy High School 
student explained to a Daily Herald 
reporter during a site visit. If there 
is too much space between the 
fastener and the metal, the part 
could become defective.

The panel Faulkner was working 
on could likely end up on one of 
Boeing’s passenger airplanes, so it 
needs to be done correctly, he said.

That level of quality control 
has landed Pathfinder on an elite 

list of Boeing suppliers. And high 
school students like Faulkner have 
a significant hand in making and 
checking those parts as partici-
pants of Pathfinder’s vocational 
training program.

“It’s not that they are learning 
to build a model. They are actu-
ally learning to make the actual 
product that gets shipped out to 
customers,” said Andrew Vuong, 

See PARTS, Page A3

Take a peek inside 
historic Everett house

By Ben Watanabe 
Herald Writer

EVERETT — The pale green 
home on 22nd Street and Colby 
Avenue has stories to tell.

Now, its tales can echo into the 
future as the Everett Museum of 
History opened the Van Valey 
House this week.

The Van Valey House, named 
for the family that had it built 
for $5,000 in 1914, was in the 
city of Everett’s possession from 
2002 until earlier this year. After 
owning the nearly 2,700-square-
foot home almost 20 years, the 
city gave it to the museum. The 
city had been using it primarily as 
a rental space.

Former owners Betty and Ed 
Morrow, who also had served on 
the museum’s board, put a clause 
in the deal when they gave it to 
the city in 2002 that the house go 
to historic preservation if Everett 
wasn’t using it. City leaders on the 
hunt for budget cuts were glad 
to give up the property, one of 
150-plus city-owned sites, to the 
museum.

“Their hope was always that 
it could be a museum,” said 
museum executive director Barb 
George of the Morrows. “It’s a 
masterpiece. It has quarter-sawed 
wood in it, cedar and oak. It has a PHOTOS BY RYAN BERRY / THE HERALD

ABOVE: The Van Valey House on Colby Avenue in Everett opened to visitors Tuesday. TOP RIGHT: The house is adorned with many original pieces of 
furniture and other art and furnishings from the early 1900s.

Now owned by the Everett Museum of History, 
the Van Valey House’s story spans 110 years.

Housing Hope CEO reflects on 25-year career helping unsheltered people
Fred Safstrom says: 
“People used to believe 
homelessness was caused by 
bad choices,” but minds and 
policies are changing.

By Kayla Dunn
Herald Writer

EVERETT — Fred Safstrom has 
spent the past 25 years fighting for 
what he believes to be the No. 1 
issue in Snohomish County: hous-
ing affordability.

After serving as CEO of Housing 

Hope for the past seven years, 
Safstrom announced last week 
he is retiring from the Everett 
nonprofit.

When it opened in 1987, Hous-
ing Hope set out to find housing 
solutions for an estimated 6,319 
homeless people in Snohomish 
County at the time, according to 
Housing Hope’s website. Today, 
1,184 people are considered home-
less in Snohomish County.

Housing Hope has played a 
key part in getting people off the 
streets.

“But it really became apparent 
to me that that was not enough,” 

he said. “At one time, the end goal 
at Housing Hope was for people 
to remain stably housed. The end 
goal today is for them to escape 
poverty.”

So the nonprofit shifted its focus 
to include job training and creation 
in addition to providing stable 
housing.

“People used to believe home-
lessness was caused by bad 
choices. Now, people are realizing 
homelessness is caused by hous-
ing costing too much,” Safstrom 
said. “The real solution is for 

Fred 
Safstrom, 
CEO of 
Housing 
Hope, is 
retiring. 

KEVIN CLARK / 
THE HERALD

See CEO, Page A2

See HOUSE, Page A3

Mariners’ best-of-3 
series with Toronto 
begins Friday  A7

Thank you again 
for your article 
about Pathfinder 
Manufacturing 
in October 2022. 
It has definitely 
allowed the 
community/region 
to understand 
who we are, 
what we do 
and highlight 
our mission to 
help at-risk high 
school students 
succeed in 
their respective 
future.

“

- Representative from  
Pathfinder Manufacturing
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Health Reporting Initiative
This community journalism project grew out of a 
need we heard from readers and leaders for more 
coverage of health and wellness issues in Snohomish 
County, including health equity, mental and behavioral 
health, rural healthcare, social and family issues, 
homelessness, and substance abuse. Legislation, 
medical trends and advances, and the lingering affects 
of the COVID-19 pandemic all impact these and other 
health-related issues.

The Health Reporting Initiative, driven by a Herald 
reporter dedicated to the health beat, was launched in 
November 2022. In the last two months of the year, the 
Herald published 13 health-related stories that ranged 
from an early spike in flu and RSV cases to a new 
Native American crisis hotline to Medicare enrollment 
to the resource strain at Snohomish County hospitals.

The stories generated online readership and 
engagement on social media that put them among 
the most read and commented, showing the Health 
Reporting Initiative is filling a need for our community.

The Health Reporting Initiative is funded in part by a sponsorship of Premera Blue Cross, a not-for-profit, independent licensee of 
the Blue Cross Blue Shield Association based in Mountlake Terrace and a leading health plan in the Pacific Northwest.
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Light up your life at  Everett’s Wintertide Lights EVERETT — Waltz through thousands of holiday lights with-out worrying about tripping.But watch out for the gnomes.The Wintertide Lights display at Evergreen Arboretum and Gardens is immersive.And it’s free.The event is 4 to 8 p.m. nightly through Dec. 31 at Legion Park, 145 Alverson Blvd., in Everett.This is the third year for the arboretum’s Wintertide Lights, started in response to being pent up during the pandemic. The event is funded by donations, corporate sponsors and a grant from the City of Everett.“We have more lights than ever,” spokesperson Renee Greenleaf said.
A dozen or so volunteers began stringing lights on bushes and trees in mid-October.Then came the November windstorm that knocked some lights down, along with branches. So volunteers picked up the debris and restrung the lights.Attendance has grown.“The first year was 5,000 and the next was 10,000,” Greenleaf said. “We don’t know what to expect this year.”

So far, there have been nightly parades of families with strollers and pets.
Bundle up and put a sweater on Fido. The air gets brisk.There’s nothing to buy. Dona-tions are accepted to fund next year’s display. People can also drop food bank items in a container near the entrance where holiday music sets the festive mood. Parking is in the lot by the ballfields.On weekends, volunteers serve apple cider and candy canes. 

Crafting is 4 to 6 p.m. Dec. 10 and 17 in the classroom.The book walk, sponsored by the Everett Public Library, has storyboards that go with “The Mitten,” a Ukrainian fairy tale by Jan Brett, making it an outdoor story time. Painted wooden gnomes are stationed along the lit paved paths.“It’s relaxing,” said T.J. Lee, of Everett. “You get the Christmas feel.”
His son James, 3, found all the gnomes on the scavenger hunt checklist.

“It’s fun for us and engaging for him,” the dad said.Barbara and Ed Olesen, of 

PHOTOS BY RYAN BERRY / THE HERALD

The Sylverster family, consisting of Mike, Taylor, Makena, 6, and Dennis the retriever, take a stroll through the 

park and take in all the Wintertide Lights at Legion Park. 

Nine-year-old Ethan Taylor gets his photo taken with Santa and a 

Dalmatian by his father, Ryan, as the Everett Fire Department teams up 

with Santa to visit children on opening night at Wintertide Lights. 

By Andrea BrownHerald Writer

See LIGHT, Page A2

By Riley HaunHerald Writer
EVERETT — Mask up indoors again.

That is the recommendation of more than 30 medical officials in a joint announcement released Friday. Dr. James Lewis, health officer for the Snohomish Health 

District, joined the call for mask-wearing, along with 10 other public health officers representing 16 counties.
In the strongest warning issued yet this season, health officials said influenza, RSV (respiratory syncytial virus) and COVID-19 together are contributing to an “unprecedented surge in viral respiratory illnesses.”

“We recommend that every-one wear a high-quality, well-fitting mask when around others in indoor spaces to protect against both acquiring and spreading these infections to others,” according to the joint statement.Children have been particularly impacted by this surge in respira-tory illnesses, Lewis said in an email.

“I do recommend that schools and child cares encourage masking. However, this is not a requirement or a local mandate,” Lewis said.The 11 health officers represent many of the biggest counties and metro areas in the state, including the Seattle-King, Tacoma-Pierce and Clark county health depart-ments. With the exception of Kittitas, 

no Central and Eastern Washington county officials signed on.They were joined by health care leaders from around the state, including Providence Swedish. Dr. Jay Cook, chief medical officer of Providence Regional Medical Ever-ett, said the hospital system signed 

Here we go again: Mask up, officials urge

Clemency urged for MLT man convicted of armed robberyMOUNTLAKE TERRACE — With the support of the Snohom-ish County prosecutor, a state board Thursday recommended clemency for a Mountlake Terrace man imprisoned for a 2011 armed robbery.
In a unanimous vote, the state Clemency and Pardons Board, including former Seahawks wide receiver and activist Doug Bald-win, recognized Jorrell Hicks’ 

nearly 40-year sentence was far too long for the crimes he committed. The decision now goes to Gov. Jay Inslee for action.A spokesperson for the gover-nor said Inslee typically decides on clemency within a year of the board’s recommendation.As a young man, Hicks trusted his friends, even ones he shouldn’t have, his mother Olivia told the board Thursday. Without a father figure, Hicks said he paid too much attention to negative influences, leading him to guns and drugs.

For two or three years, a friend, also from Mountlake Terrace, had been selling drugs for a man and woman, according to court docu-ments. Hicks, his friend and a second friend needed money. So they decided to rob the man and woman of some drugs and then sell them.
The Mountlake Terrace friend asked the woman to meet. He wanted to buy 2 ounces of heroin for $2,800. They agreed to meet in the Old Spaghetti Factory parking lot in Lynnwood on the night of 

Aug. 16, 2011.
The man and woman went there together for the deal. But the woman was grabbing something from the trunk of her car when Hicks, then 24, came up from behind and demanded all of her belongings.

She gave her wallet to Hicks, who held her at gunpoint.“No, all of your (expletive),” he reportedly responded.She gave him her purse. Hicks 

See MASKS, Page A2

Gasoline 
prices fall below $3 

in Tulalip
A Yakama Nation-owned distributor is supplying the Tulalips’ two gas stations. The result? Cheaper gas, bustling pumps.

By Riley HaunHerald Writer
TULALIP — Gas prices at two stations on the Tulalip Reserva-tion plummeted to $2.99 a gallon on Thursday, thanks to a deal the tribes struck with a Yakama Nation-owned distributor.The Tulalip Market gas station at 2832 116th St. NE in Tulalip, just north of the tribes’ Quil Ceda Village shopping center, was bustling Thursday afternoon. No pump was left unoccupied for more than a moment before another vehicle pulled up. An electronic sign on the street corner nearby advertised the switch to a new, less-expensive fuel. The tribes’ other gas station at 3110 Marine Drive showed the same low prices.

The drastic price drop comes courtesy of the Tulalip Tribes’ recent switch from its previous Chevron distributor to Cougar Den, a fuel distribution company owned by the Yakama Nation, said Quil Ceda Village general manager Martin Napeahi.Napeahi said that since fuel is being sold from one Indigenous tribe to another, it’s not subject to state gas taxes. In 2019, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled the Yakama Nation Treaty of 1855 preempted a Washington state law claiming the ability to tax fuel bought by a 
See GAS, Page A2

See CLEMENCY, Page A8

By Jake Goldstein-StreetHerald Writer

Granite Falls grad leads WWU to glory  B1

EVERETT — An armed suspect 

was arrested after a lockdown 

that lasted over three hours at the 

Snohomish County Courthouse on 

Monday, according to police.

The 32-year-old Woodinville 

man entered the lobby carrying 

at least two guns around 12:30 

p.m., causing the courthouse and 

the rest of the county campus to 

shut down in downtown Ever-

ett, according to the Snohomish 

County Sheriff’s Office.

No one was injured in the inci-

dent, sheriff’s office spokesperson 

Courtney O’Keefe told The Daily 

Herald. It’s unknown what kind 

of guns the suspect had, but he 

had more than one, O’Keefe told 

reporters. His motive remained 

under investigation.

Selena Rios said she came to 

the courthouse around 12:25 p.m. 

She was going to the county clerk’s 

office with her 5-year-old child, she 

said.
The suspect, who Rios identi-

fied as a white man, walked in right 

after them, she told The Herald via 

text as she was barricaded inside 

the courthouse. She said the man 

appeared to have several rifles and 

a bulletproof vest. He refused to 

put them down when ordered by 

officers, Rios said. Officials put her 

and her son in a small room as the 

courthouse went into lockdown, 

Rios said.
A tweet from the sheriff’s office 

advised people to not enter or exit 

the building at 3000 Rockefeller 

Ave. until further notice.

Dozens of officers from the sher-

iff’s office and Everett police had 

swarmed streets around the build-

ing by 1:30 p.m. Washington State 

Patrol troopers were also on scene, 

as well as an interagency bomb 

squad, the FBI and the federal 

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Fire-

arms and Explosives.

Caution tape blocked traffic 

on several neighboring streets 

in downtown Everett. Pacific 

Avenue was blocked from Colby 

Avenue to Oakes Avenue. The 

lobby of the courthouse is largely 
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Chef de Cuisine 

DAVID BUCHANAN

Health plan changes include free coverage

By Joy Borkholder 

Herald Writer

EVERETT — In 2023, some 

people could pay nothing in 

monthly premiums for a Cascade 

Care Savings health plan.

It’s not too good to be to true, 

confirmed Ana Howe, managed 

care regional coordinator for Sea 

Mar Community Health Center. 

Their health plan navigators have 

already signed people up for $0 on 

the Washington Healthplanfinder, 

the state’s health benefits exchange.

The enhanced state tax credits 

for people earning up to 250% of 

the federal poverty level is just one 

of several changes for next year for 

people who buy health insurance on 

the exchange.

Because of that change alone, 

Howe emphasized that folks 

already enrolled in an exchange 

plan shouldn’t auto-renew without 

exploring their options on Health-

planfinder. The state recently 

estimated that 90% of exchange 

customers in Snohomish County 

could find a cheaper plan with the 

same level of coverage. Other coun-

ties in the north Puget Sound region, 

like Island, San Juan, Skagit and 

Whatcom, ranged from 69% to 77%.

Those customers’ current plans 

might not qualify for the extra tax 

credits.
Next year, a household of three 

earning less than $54,900 per year 

would qualify for some assistance 

with a Cascade Care plan. The state 

said in a press release that “Cascade 

Care Savings enables most eligible 

customers to get a high-quality plan 

for less than $10 a month.”

Even though the first exchange 

open enrollment deadline is loom-

ing — Dec. 15 for coverage begin-

ning Jan. 1, 2023 — people can 

sign up as late as Jan. 15, 2023, for 

coverage beginning Feb. 1.

Nearly 21,000 people in Snohom-

ish are enrolled in a qualified 

health plan on the exchange, and 

another 173,000 are enrolled in 

Apple Health, the state’s Medicaid 

program, according to fall 2022 data 

from the Washington Health Benefit 

Exchange.
Apple Health is always open for 

enrollment. Children under 18 and 

pregnant women can get coverage 

through Apple Health, regardless 

Delicious gift ideas for drinkers, B1

Police: Everett man ran over victim on purpose

By Jake Goldstein-Street

Herald Writer

EVERETT — Police believe an 

Everett man hit and killed a man 

with his car on purpose while the 

victim shoveled snow earlier this 

month off Highway 99.

Before his death, Glenn Starks, 

50, had worked at Kirkland RV 

Sales south of Everett for about two 

years. In October, Tod Archibald, 

also 50, stopped by to look at some 

RVs, according to a Washington 

State Patrol detective’s report.

Starks recognized Archibald 

because he often came by the sales 

lot at 13111 Highway 99. When 

Archibald, of Everett, stopped 

there in October, though, the two 

men argued, a witness later told 

investigators. Archibald reportedly 

sped out of the lot in his pickup.

Starks also worked as a techni-

cian at the nearby Reborn RV. In 

late November, he and Archibald 

got in an argument about a limou-

sine purchase, according to the 

detective’s report.

Starks reportedly spat in 

Archibald’s face and punched him 

in the face. Archibald screamed 

that Starks would be arrested 

for the alleged assault, a witness 

reported. He was so upset that he 

told a neighbor he was going to kill 

Starks, court papers say. Archibald 

later talked about stabbing Starks 

with a sword or filling his house 

with gasoline and blowing it up, 

according to the police report.

On Dec. 2, the neighbor 

contacted Starks to warn him 

about Archibald.

The next morning, around 8:30 

a.m., Archibald left his apartment 

in his Pontiac G6. He drove south 

on Highway 99 for about a mile and 

Enroll by Dec. 15 for coverage starting Jan. 1. In 

Snohomish County, 90% of exchange customers could save 

money on their health insurance.

See PLAN, Page A3

RYAN BERRY / THE HERALD

Police vehicles fill Wall Street in Everett after an armed person was reported inside the Snohomish County Courthouse on Monday.

Tod Archibald and Glenn Starks, both 50, had gotten into 

arguments at RV dealers on Highway 99 in the past couple 

months. Starks was shoveling snow when he was killed.

See HIT, Page A2

After standoff, police arrest armed man at Courthouse

By Jake Goldstein-Street

Herald Writer

The arrest came after 

hours of attempted 

negotiations. Nobody was 

seriously hurt, including the 

suspect.

See STANDOFF, Page A2

EVERETT — It’s a Thursday night after 
school, and a group of teenagers gathered 
in the Everett YMCA’s conference room are 
enthusiastically filling out job applications.

The job in question is a lifeguard 

position at the YMCA pool. The kids 
aren’t qualified for it yet, but thanks to 
the organization’s new lifeguard academy 
program, they will be in just a matter of 
weeks. In the meantime, they’re learn-
ing to write a cover letter and gather 
references. It’s rare to hear any high 
school student say they truly enjoy doing 

homework, but this class is an exception.
“The homework is actually kind of nice,” 

said student Victoria Lopéz, 16. “I like that 
I have a chance to see what I can really 
expect out there when I start applying for 
jobs for real.”

EVERETT — A jury found an 85-year-old landlord guilty Tues-day for the fatal shooting of one of his tenants.

Lloyd Richmond, of Everett, was charged last year with second-degree murder in the killing of Justin Allan, 49, who was renting one of five rooms in Richmond’s home at the time of his death.Closing arguments were held 

Friday in the defendant’s month-long jury trial in Snohomish County Superior Court. It took a jury less than 1½ days to reach their verdict of guilty as charged, convicting Richmond of second-degree murder.“Ultimately, it was a lot of hard work by everybody who was involved that led to, what I believe, was a just result,” deputy 

prosecutor Bob Hendrix told The Daily Herald.
Hendrix said Snohomish County detective Nathan Smith and deputy prosecutor Sarah Johnson were “invaluable” in reaching the conviction.

Defense attorney Stephen Ritchie said he respected the jury’s verdict. However he was disap-pointed with the outcome.

“It’s a really sad situation for everybody involved,” Ritchie said. “We do believe there were significant examples of reason-able doubt in this case. … One of the residents of the home’s DNA was mixed in the pool of blood in the driveway that did not belong to Richmond.”

EVERETT — Providence Swedish leaders will hold regular listening sessions with caregivers, provide incentive pay for extra shifts and 

redesign care delivery at Providence Regional Medical Center in Everett, according to a six-page letter from hospital leadership responding to Everett and Snohomish County elected officials.In the letter Providence detailed:

 Monthly open forums with caregivers.
 The chief nursing officer and CEO making rounds with frontline workers.

 An increase in the number of nursing assistants on care teams.

“I think the letter shows that they are being responsive and that they are looking to find solutions,” said Megan Dunn, chair of the County Council.
County Council and Everett City Council members had sent a joint letter earlier this month to Providence leaders about nurse staffing concerns at the Everett hospital campuses. Nurses have 

attended city and county council public meetings for months, rais-ing concerns about low morale, high turnover and dangerous nurse-patient ratios.Some argued that their cowork-ers have left for higher-paying or less-stressful nursing jobs, or have left the field altogether.
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APPLES TO  ORANGESSaturday night’s Apple Cup to pit Cougars’ strong 
defense against Huskies’ high-octane offense,  B1

Gathering again?  Tips for a  safe and healthy Thanksgiving,  A6

Providence responds to critical letter
Earlier this month, the Everett City Council and the Snohomish County Council 

sent a joint letter expressing concerns about nurse staffing at the Everett hospital.
By Joy BorkholderHerald Writer

See LETTER, Page A2

Everett landlord, 85, convicted of murder for shooting tenant
Lloyd Richmond was charged in the 2021 killing  
of Justin Allan, 49. A jury found him guilty Tuesday.By Ellen DennisHerald Writer

Turkey 
travel is 
for the 
birds
Leave extra early or late if you can, pack the winter essentials and prepare for traffic — whether you’re driving, flying or sailing.
By Andrea Brownand Ben WatanabeHerald Writers

EVERETT — Those who don’t have to travel beyond the couch this weekend have something to be thankful about.
It’s going to be crowded out there on the roads, seas and in the skies.Thanksgiving travel is back to nearly pre-pandemic volume, according to travel association AAA.About 55 million Ameri-cans nationwide will travel 50 miles or more from home during the long holi-day weekend. Air travel is up almost 8% from last year.Ferry traffic is also for the birds.

Washington State Ferries advises riders: “Pack your patience.”
You don’t have to pack a turkey sandwich. Most galleys are open now.Service has returned to pre-pandemic levels on the Mukilteo-Clinton route, where two boats crisscross  the water on sailings that 

See TRAVEL, Page A4

See RICHMOND, Page A4

Everett YMCA’s lifeguard class uplifts at-risk kids
By Riley HaunHerald Writer

Swimming for good

RYAN BERRY / THE HERALD

Tom Wunderlich, associate director of aquatic advancement, oversees students in a paddle board exercise Saturday during a lifeguard academy 

session at the Colby Avenue YMCA in Everett.

See SWIMMING, Page A4
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This is where we live. We need to support 
access to local journalism to receive local 
information. Thank you to The Everett 
Herald, which fills this niche.

- Sarah N.

“
 Scan QR Code 

Now is a 
good time 

to give

I support the 

investigative 

fund because I 

believe that my 

local newspaper 

is a crucial part 

of our society, 

and I don’t 

want to see the 

Daily Herald 

fail!! We need 

the stories your 

investigations 

provide. Those 

stories provide 

truth and 

inspiration. I 

always read 

them, and I 

encourage you 

all to keep up 

the good 

work!
- Sandy J.

“
I feel very 
strongly about 
supporting local 
journalism.  
It's important 
for people to 
be informed 
about what 
is going 
on in their 
community 
and the 
world.… A 
free press is 
mandatory for 
a free society. 
I believe that 
journalists are 
unsung 
heroes.

-  Kelli S.

“
I believe in 
supporting  
local 
newspapers 
because 
knowing my 
community 
is important.  
Nothing else 
impacts me  
in the  
same way.

- Terry B.

“

“ Thanks for 
keeping the 
local news 
coming.  It’s 
just plain 
priceless when 
it comes to 
being a well 
informed 
citizen.

- Bruce and Barbara K.

I think local 

journalism 

is vital for our 

democracy and 

transparency in 

government.

- AJ A.

“

Anything that 
can bring out 
into clear 
view the actual 
realities we will 
be facing, are 
now facing, 
will help local 
communities to 
bring their best 
efforts to the 
issues.

- Russ L

“

Together, we make an 
impact for our community
Our work and its impact is only possible because of people like 
you who value trusted, local journalism.

The numbers below are the combined totals for The Daily Herald’s 
four journalism initiatives since each fund was established.

Learn more and donate at heraldnet.com/local-news-impact

Number of donations: 

3,287
Dollars given: 

$492,000
Individual givers:

1,500
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MESSAGE FROM THE HERALD PUBLISHER

I’m passionate about the value of local 
newspapers because I believe they make 
our communities better places to live. I first 
discovered the rewarding and hard work of 
local journalism when I wrote for my high 
school newspaper. 

Now as the publisher of The Daily Herald, 
I am proud of our commitment to serve 
Snohomish County as the leading source of 
news. We’re upholding a long tradition of 
strong journalistic values - one that began 
more than 120 years ago. 

But there have been a lot of changes since 
then. Local newspapers can no longer bring 
communities the news they need based on 
the traditional subscription and advertising 

models of the past. Yet, we are persevering 
because of your support – your readership, 
your engagement, your advertising, your 
patience with change, and your donations to 
our community-funded journalism initiatives, 
which are vital to expanding our reporting. 

After all, the work of the Herald is all 
about making a difference for you and our 
community. Being a trusted, local source 
for journalism is at the core of our mission. 
Thank you for believing in our mission.

Rudi Alcott
Publisher, The Daily Herald

Our most important goal is producing 
local journalism that makes a difference
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The Daily Herald
1800 41st St., S-300 Everett, WA 98203

425-339-3000

www.heraldnet.com

We believe that independent, fact-based 
reporting and holding those in power 
accountable are essential to healthy 
communities and a healthy democracy. 
We have been elevating the voices of our 
communities for over a century. 

If you would like to learn more 
about supporting our community-
funded journalism initiatives, contact 
SupportLocalJournalism@heraldnet.com.


